<i 
— ora stan nee 


ee ee a re . ae Bas rd 


“ 


rea “ 
if 
es 
“UF : 
' 
rd 
Es 
o 


FOR REFERENCE 


De Not Take Frem This Roem 


SRE ene ee ee’ 


wr 


ah aENE 


* 
ee ee ee ee Se A a a me a -_ — = 


ee ele CNT IT a La A 


hea 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY 
SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 


Ed. 
LIBRARY ae f 


Peterson 
The Gift of .LYY2E. Peterson. es ii 
Wi 


EkM 
IY 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY et 
School of Education ol i 


Thesis 


THE INTERESTS OF FOURTH GRADE CHILDREN: 


AN INTEREST INVENTORY 


Tyyne Peterson 


Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the 
Requirements for the Degree of 


Master of Education 


1949 


Bety n University 

tj Sehoot of Educated 
eS ee a F Bed Pees 
i a ibeary Aco 


Approved 


by 


First Reader: Dr. Donald D. Durrell 
Dean of the School of Education 


and Professor of Education 


Second Reader: Dr. Helen Blair Sullivan 


Professor of Education 


Third Reader: Dr. Helen A. Murphy 


Associate Professor of Education 


—— 


—— a a 


= 
oe 


fh) 
A if Pay 
aay 
| | 
_ 
Nu > 
; fol? 
Pa 
a ( 


GILT’ T+ 
4 VROr 


’ v iaige vy, ; . r 
¢ ! WW : 


Ae ae 
\ \ 


beyorggA 


To 


LLewrint .0 BEaigeti ot 


Looted est 6 fae 


co TOene Tord | bre 


(3% tien (8 refer ord 


wt9bhe0d bhroced 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 


I wish to express my sincere appreciation to Dre Donald D. Durrell 
of Boston University for his help in planning and carrying out this study. 


Also my sincerest thanks to all others who made this study possible. 


I. 


II. 


ITI. 


CONTENTS 


IBTHODUCT IGM "so Se Se ase a8 se Pe a ee eS ee 
Statement of the Problem . . . . «+ «ee 6 ee @ « 
Purpose of the Study « « « «© «ee eeeeere ee 
Significance of the Study .« « « «© e e+ ee eecee 

Outline of the Study . - « «© « «ee ee oe © e 
REVIEW OF RESEARCH . 2 «© eo we ee we wo ew we we ww wwe 
CHILDREN'S INTERESTS . « « © «© e © © ew ew we we wo ww 

Interest defined . . . 2. «6 © e+ ee ec ee we wo 
METHOD AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTEREST INVENTORY 

Sample of Interest Inventory « . « « « « « « » 

Number Two for Fourth Grade .. +. +. e+e 

ANALYSIS OF DATA FROM THE INTEREST INVENTORY .. « « 

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, EVALUATION AND LIMITATIONS .. 
Smaty se SF ee ee CP ee at es 
CONGIUSIUNGS cc ee eee a Se tae se tee Ee cs 

GOMBEEL oC ee a an eS a ee Se TE ete 6 se 
Speeirse* Fo i ow Se PKC GCE CF Ke Ke 


Evaluation and Limitations « « « « «© «© © « e © e e 


B IBLIOGRAPHY e ° e ° J e ° ° ° ° e ° . e * e e . s e ° . ° 


APPENDIX s ° e e e . ° e ° . . ° . e e . . ° e . e . ° ° e 


PAGE 


123 


124 


124 


124 


126 


129 


132 


136 


" 


oe ybute ent. to 8d | 
Be ; } 0 8 0 + 0 Hs 4 ee es os BESS orth to consol tiie te 
i. ¥ y aN, 6 Se ele hal ae) CAS er eat to entltud A ; 
bs Ce ee ee Hee eu ke ele BORA 9D wenve 3 a 
’ 

' ¢ ct tt tt ee wo le do ew © SPEMPSTHL BtmnrHD 


ee em ee oe ee ee ew oc oo et el « HOS IOh teetssnr 


i oe 
1 JAS e « PHOMGVHT TESST SRT FO WOIDANPeT eras TM (ORTEM . «XII 
vs " 4 8 8 4 ee 6 eo 6 + « YROSKeVEL Seeiétel to ofan 
ee © © © «© 6 se 6 6, OhatD Adrvot 16k owt tedanit 


Sh » 0 @ 6 oe e YAUTHAVEL TERS ret at WL ATAD YO GLSYJAwA § . VI 
' 
ES! se « BOTTALTAC . WONTAUIAYS: , SOT eUAeCd  Yaote .v 
£S © ALS MS, ©) Oe ee ut Se or a Me Fa a ae eee . eee ee) 
: 18 FSS? Pe Se eae) We 2 eee . spobsulnnad y 
SS ey’ e, Ce Oe) 8 aw dt ava & eee ee £ T6118) a. 
« a ioe ee OC NM Se Se 4 oth..6 10), 45 et ae eee oi ioe 1% 
: gr s¢ fe ts 
: q. 0 (8 O64 6 0) ee Te Ce eee” 6 ee ivecigefit Dre noltouleva <> 


7 aa : To? 
Se 4.6 : : * eh ae ‘ o @2'@, .Or 6 (O° * 6 flee oa 6 YHUSA AO. Pade | 


: tees 
OG J . « es 6 rk i? . : ‘ ‘oe . . 24 2 OF @>.@) 2 a i oe) «Ss xi a. ‘ 


II. 


III. 


Ve 


VI. 


VII. 


VIII. 


LIST OF TABLES 


The Number of Boys and Girls in Each of the Three 
Economic Groups - Grade IV. St eielG BOFT RE caret» 
The Twenty Most Popular Activities, as Judged by Stated 
Participation, of the Three Economic Groups - Fourth 
Great Daye. 2 ce 2 Wl Se ot Ose ew eee a ee Se a 
The Twenty Most Popular Activities as Judged by Stated 
Participation of the Three Economic Groups - Fourth 
Grade Gite tC taeda per eae ne nea ee 
The Twenty Most Popular Activities, as Judged by Stated 
Participation, of the Three Economic Groups - Fourth 
Grade Boys and Girls . .«+.«e«+e«+e-eesre ec ee 0 o @ 
The Twenty Least Populer Activities, as Judged by Stated 
Participation, of the Three Economic Groups - Fourth 
Crede Boyes op sc FF Re ew Ow FR ee Oe 
The Twenty Least Popular Activities, as Judged by Steted 
Participation, of the Three Economic Groups - Fourth 
Grade Givigis pps se eegernseertnevevvrvrerere 
The Twenty Least Popular Activities, as Judged by Stated 
Participation, of the Three Economic Groups - Fourth 
Grade Boys and Girls «eee 2eeeereseereee 
The Most Popular Group Activities, as Judged by Stated 


Participation, of Fourth Grede Boys and Girls ... -« 


PAGE 


44 


68 


70 


72 


74 


76 


78 


a 


< Sie ee ee ee i mt imma 


&8 


oT 


ar 


06 


ee oct t 
betes ad begbul ve veanehetion 
bree = aque ofmctcok on 


Mwol = sequel obmomooy eordt nee canal ne, fol ‘a 
“conn + SNC = a ne ail | 
hevese od beghpb ee celtiviton Ta agate tao vtaon a. evr’ 
Attuo% = squad simonoss SeTLT brit ‘to. Moltectoitad 
» OWT OR th ar de eid Gee <a obs £ bce ayoF Sbaxd ¥ 
botat® vi berbull en iaethartios tafugol teea! ytrowt out, °V 


dstuet = sot otmoncee seenr’ oly 29 Obieclottred. 
oo sng Tinaelale Goris levioiiee @ ah) ayaa TaN ayos ehar 
hetav2 yd beyhul ga (eeitivisns ‘ta bagod fmapl ‘stow? oat «IV 
HIXHOL = aUG8) olmotood deat ott to cnotvacierdeed 


a 

1 EE SORE SES VS SSE Sin aE 

besa: yd bes bul ae eisivitok talugo§ tsan] y¥taewT ont ellV 

dttgol =. agirend okmononE satdT spit tt toitagtoidned | 
“tt Sitae esos 9 8 8 she <4) CUED Bae abe epee 

OOTBTE YO bexvhtb es e8OLtivitoA quow +e [eqod *+20nf emt ,Iity 


° + + « @0tED bas syol ebath dtayot ‘to vtoltagiohn es 


ye 
ma WS er we 


LIST OF TABLES (continued) 


The Most Popular Activity in Each Group, as Judged by 
Stated Participation, of Fourth Grade Boys and Girls . 
X.- The Twenty Most Popular Activities, as Judged by Stated 
Preference, of the Three Economic Groups - Fourth 
Grade Boys «© «eee eeee eee eee ee ee ee 
XI. The Twenty Most Popular Activities, as Judged by Stated 
Preference, of the Three Economic Groups - Fourth 
GragePGir lata ls FU SSE erate her Ee Ga tee *s 
XII. The Twenty Most Populer Activities, as Judged by Stated 
Preference, of the Three Economic Groups - Fourth 
Grade Boys and Girls .«.«.«e«¢cevsevcecevveeve 
XIII. The Twenty Least Populer Activities, as Judged by Stated 
Preference, of the Three Economic Groups - Fourth 
GREGSIBOYHS Fe BEF TREE Heres BeOS Ee 
XIVe The Twenty Least Popular Activities, as Judged by Stated 


Preference, of the Three Economic Groups - Fourth 


Greece -Gistle ¢ ¢ 6S 2s See we KE EE OS 113 
XV. The Twenty Least Popular Activities, as Judged by Stated 
Preference, of the Three Economic Groups - Fourth 


Grade Boys and Girls eo @ 6 6. 6 ¢€ e & € © €.° 6 E € @ 115 


XVI. Comparison of Activities - Participation versus Preference 
The Twenty Most Populer and The Twenty Least Popular 


Activities of Fourth Grade Boys and Girls . . ». « « » e237 


3 he pea 
sikh si 2 ni ‘us 


) ; 
we 
nee 


wh 
ai es 


: 

EC Ss Tt ae sta ics av ohn. | ; 

| bovede yd! bond aa “eaibit Sebdbl, YalogoA dao Waewt act ie pe 

| cr ‘above + mayer tsa wend nas Aa eeoneretet ee 

ie ERR SSL Pad Sy 

. betate yd boybet es soltivitos ta lisgan HOM YnowT odd crx 
atsro% = uquerd sacle sort Git Yo josueretena 

eoL Sts tele e 4 04 6 8 45 SRR heel ag0d cna Oe 

botease vi beybis on eoltivizon <9letod 48a0d yonaw? eat IIx { 

| HdwOX - agveL. ohmosioodl sett: Sit Yo Locmerei9+4 a 


re . 


ene te ee 
{ 
betate yd beybul ae elt tyvivos taliget fasel yineuT ed? yi 


| Aduol = aquort obttintood: seta?’ ons To ,8omortetery 


SLE Mier eo 


hover YS benbul aa .aeltividon teLugol teased ydaowt ef? wy 


sVvA 


ditvol = aguerd ofwasoo® ee1d? eft To .eohereterd 
if : 


cif 


PP St 8 eee ee 40 8 Oe dS Beever ohant) 
coreretert avetey aclteckolie < neltivicna %o aor braguoy eh 4 f 

‘telugod gaged yitewT og? bos aaeteqed hai saad oon 

| 1 Ae meee ee oats 


a. rs ‘oe 
tae | ait Son > a 
ae Lats cP 
j > @ 
Nn 4 


-—— 


= are Pen J 


Zz 
a 
Lean 


' ° 
Ory 


me are jk eae | 


LIST OF TABLES (continued) 


) TABLES PAGE 
4 XVII. Analysis of Participation, According to Sex, Economic 
Background and Age - Higher Intelligence Quotients 
versus Lower Intelligence Quotients. Sixteen Fourth 
Grade Boys of Higher Economic Background « « « « « » 119 
XVIII. Analysis of Participation, According to Sex, Economic 
Background and Age =- Higher Intelligence Quotients 
versus Lower Intelligence Quotients. Twenty Fourth 
Grade Girls of the Higher Economic Background... . 120 
XIX. Analysis of Participation, According to Sex, Economic 
Background and Age - Higher Intelligence Quotients 
versus Lower Intelligence Quotients. Sixteen Fourth 
Grade Boys of Lower Economic Backgrounde « « « « «© « « 121 
XX. Analysis of Participation, According to Sex, Economic 
Background and Age - Higher Intelligence Quotients 
versus Lower Intelligence Quotients. Twenty Fourth 


Grade Girls of Lower Economic Background « « « « « « « 122 


Se y ] f) aes * 
a ‘i iO. ah : 
: ms ay 


ae) 
Py ; wi 


a 


PA 


oo 


ey ae 


oikmostvo8 ob ot ~atirtovak. «89 
atneltoup eoneghffodnt wh | 
itswor yaw <Saetioas | pee auetey ) 
‘ Ost ewe « Sax ouniieale ctnaell <asQ0 at $e vn wb } 
otnonsoe «x0? oF gathroosa ssotoeitetonn to atoytand max 

staetvouy eomeyt i feral TeMyth ~ eh bos bauctgxoad 

deeyot meusxlé .staetioump song etal epee suetev : ; 

{st > +e ee « sbipenoes otaoano® “temal ‘to aod vere | 


——= > een 


: oimenooe .xe8 ot gitirtoona ‘olteghokita. %o sieylank 11x 
alnettous somegiliatal teiath = ey br baucratoad 
Ade Yoewl .etnetioup conegtifetal tewol scniev , 5 


| -$Sf * + s+ 0 0 « Bauctaxoa® afmonood rewal Yo sitio obser 


i Rie. 5 
be 
- 


| vada 


LIST OF FIGURES 


FIGURE PAGE 
I. Master Chart I - The Most Popular Activities, as Judged 

by Stated Participation - Fourth Grade .. « « « « « « 46 
II. Master Chart II - The Most Popular Activities, as Judged 


by Stated Preference - Fourth Grade .. ++ -+-eee-s 84 


hea tee 


a, 


4 


i “A 
vos \ “wv es 
; 
» 4 ey a 
) 
> i 
* 
dé 
‘ 


‘ 


ene NPT A ss i rt an a ee 


CHAPTER I 


INTRODUCTION 


STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 


PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 


SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 


a 


CHAPTER I 


INTRODUCTION 


STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM 


This is a study to discover the interests of fourth grade children 


and to seek the relationship between interest and economic background, 


| between interest and sex and between interest and intelligence. 


PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 


Teachers should know about the interests of their pupils. How to 


| discover them is the question. Hildreth! stated that “Successful adjust- 


ment of elementary school pupils requires that teachers and advisers have 
adequate knowledge of the individual pupil's activities and interests in 
his home and school life." 


The purpose of this study is to present one method of discovering 


| pupil interest, a method which will not take too much of the classroom 


teacher's time. The student will then attempt to discuss interest in 


relation to economic background, sex and intelligence. 


Hildreth? stated her belief that the best way to determine children's 


interests is by observing their activities during free play. Since it is 


loertrude Hildreth, Personali and Interest Inventory, Elementary 
Fom, Bureau of Publications, (New York: Teachers College, Columbia 


University, 1936). 


2certrude Hildreth, “Interests and Skills at School," Child Study, 
72262, June, 1930. are 
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impossible for the teacher to observe the activity of every child for twenty- 


four hours, the next best method of reporting, in the student's opinion, 


1 


indicator. 


Bamberger” stated, 


is the interest inventory. Witty, however, reminded us that caution must 


| be observed in accepting the child's report of an interest as a reliable 


Children are interested in various and sundry things. From whence 
are these interests derived? Where and how do they go from these? 


It is highly essential for school people to know what these established 


interests are, and to use such established preferences as a starting 


point but never necessarily as a goal. 


Therefore, by giving well worked out interest inventories to the 


pupils, the teacher has a good beginning in knowing her individual children. 


SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 


The wise teacher will want to know as much about the children in 


her class room as she possibly can. 


Witty, > in discussing the emphasis on children's interests, said 


ties that have great educational potentialities." 


kmowledge of these interests is necessary to the teacher who tries to insure. 


Zz 


2 Plorence E. Bamberger, “The Correct Evaluation of Children's Inter- 


| that “Children frequently engage voluntarily and with enthusiasm in activi- 


He further stated that 


| the association of class-room skills with real life demands. 


Paul Witty, "Some Recent Research in Child Development," Childhood 
Education, 19:400, May, 1943. 


ests," The Elementary English Review, 8:106, May, 1951. 


Switty, ops cite, pe» 399. 
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| characterize many children in the elementary school and they appear on a 


| correspondingly low level during adolescence." 


Neumeyer and Neumeyer” wrote: 


One of the great needs in the future will not be to earn a living 
but to live a life; therefore, the schools must teach the children the 
profitable use of leisure. Therefore, education (or the curricula) 
should be so designed as to arouse interests and latent talents and 
train in skills so that one can develop a hobby, an avocation, or con- 
tinue to pursue knowledge of interests so that one can use his extra 
hours. 


McKown® 


said that the pupil has mental, physical, social, spiritual, 
aa er vocational and avocational potentialities which must be dis- 

| covered, developed and organized if a well-integrated personality is to 

| resulte 

Rogers* asserted, "Therefore schools must train growing boys and 

| girls for the proper use of leisure which they will have when they become 
| adults." 


It is therefore significant for teachers to find out what the inter- 


ests are. The existing interests may not be good but perhaps the teacher 


luatty, Ope cit., pe 40l. 


evartin He Neumeyer and Esther S. Neumeyer, Leisure and Education 
(New York: A. S. Barnes and Company, 1936), p. 90. 


| Suarry C. McKown, Activities in the Elementary School (New York: 
|MeGraw-ilill Book Company, Ince, 1958, De l2e 


4 james BE. Rogers, “Avocational Education for the New Day," School 
and Society, 57: 795, June 24, 1935. 


It is also necessary to try to inspire the children to have the right. 


kind of interests. Witty? observed that “Impoverished and meager interests | 
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will lead the children into having better ones. The interests discovered 


_ by means of an interest inventory might not be absolutely accurate but 


| some information of value will be revealed. 


Interests can be utilized by the teacher for motivation in intro=- 
ducing activities in school but as Witty? stated, "Teachers must recognize 


that many interests are transitory or actually unworthy of extension and 


hence need redirection or replacement." 


Segel” asserted that the pupils of the elementary school have not 


had a chance to develop special interests because they have not experienced 


| them and have no knowledge of many of them. However Segel concluded that, 


"Since interest and achievement are closely related, interest may be used 


as an indicator of possible achievement or capacity in those areas where 
direct evidenee is lacking." 
He agreed with Witty in that he continued to say, "Too much faith 


should not be put in interest analyses at this shool level because changes 


in the interests of young children can easily occur." 


Sheldon® after giving an interest test in 193-31 to children in 


grades four to eight inclusive in eight Arizona communities, concluded that 


| studies of this sort are only valuable in so far as the teachers use them 


lwitty, op. cite, pe 399. 


2 
David Segel, "The Child's Capacities, Interests and Achievements," 
‘The National Elementary Principal - Nineteenth Yearbook, 19:279, July, 


Tsao. 


Sponald R. Sheldon, “Children's Interests," Elementary School 


Journal, 33:214, November, 1932. 
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| to further the aims of education. However, he said, “Some actual knowledge | 
| of the child's interest is essential in order that we may better understand 


the child." 


the number and kind of play activities in which participation is reported 
| may be a rough index to a child's sociability and to his general maturity 
| level in this worthy related material. The authors® continued by saying 


| that interests can be of value even though they might not be permanent. 


aptly said: 


Journal of Education, 28:582, November, 1937. 


Children's Reading," Education, 59:13, September, 1938. 
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According to Rothney:? 


Among the values which have been attributed to interest inventory 
results are their value (1) in educational and vocational guidance; 
(2) in sectioning interest and social groups; (3) in giving individual 
assignments suited to individual interests; (4) in assisting the adjust- 
ment of problem children.” 


Witty and Kopel,” in discussing the interest inventory noted that 


We might conclude this portion by agreeing with Bingham? who has 


Interests can be explored and inventoried. They can also be at 
least roughly measured either directly or indirectly. We usually want | 
to do what we like to do; and we like to do what interests us. Since 
people tend to find the keenest satisfaction in those activities which 
challenge their sustained attention, there is abundant reason for can- 
vassing their interests systematically and for helping them to arrive 
at a clear picture of their affective tendencies. | 


ce W. Me Rothney, “Interests of Public Secondary-School Boys," 


2 Paul Witty and David Kopel, "The Interest Inventory in Directing 


Pid, Pe 14. 


“Walter Van Dyke Bingham, Aptitudes and Aptitude Testing (New York: 


Harper and Brothers, 1937), pe 6le 
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Bingham? also wrote that when a person's interests are measured, his 


attention is thereby drawn to new possible fields of activity which he might 


otherwise overlook. 

If such a study as this doesn't have any other value, at least it 
will give the teacher a rather clear picture of the types of interest as 
well as enthusiasms which children of a certain age or grade level are apt 


to havee 
Outline of the study. 


In Chapter II, pertinent background material on interests is pre- 
sented. The chapter opens with a discussion of the definition of interest. 

Chapter III discusses the method of discovering pupil interest by 
means of the interest inventory. 

Chapter IV describes the data collected from this study. 


Chapter V summarizes the contents of the thesis and contains the | 
conclusions drawn from it. A few paragraphs sre devoted to evaluating such | 
a study as this and its limitations, 

A bibliography follows. 

The appendix contains a sample of inventory number one and the sources 
used in preparing the revised inventory. 


Immediately following are definitions of the term interest and the 


material on related studies. 


lipia., Pe 17. 
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REVIEW OF RESEARCH 
CHILDREN'S INTERESTS 


It is the purpose of this chapter to define interests, to give a 
brief history of the measurement of interests, to discuss interest and 
environment, with a brief comment on interest and behavior immediately 
following, interest and sex and interest and intelligence. A few conclud- 
ing remarks close the chapter. While there seems to be much material on 
| interests, the need for further research is necessarye 

What is an interest? Binghem! defined interest in the following 
manner: “An interest is a tendency to become absorbed in an experience and 
to continue it." 

The Dictionary of Education” gave the following definition of | 
| interest: "l) A subjective-objective attitude, concern or condition in- 
volving a percept or an idea in attention and a combination of intellectual 
and feeling consciousness, may be temporary or permanent, based on native 
curiosity, conditioned by experience." 

Rothney® said this of interest: 

It would be difficult to get a definition of the word 'interest' that 

would be satisfactory to any large group of educators; yet it would be | 


equally hard to get any discussion of educational practices in which 
‘interest’ was not considered. 


lwelter Bingham, Aptitudes and Aptitude Testing (New York: Harper 
and Brothers, 1937), pe 62. 


2carter V. Good, Dictiona of Education (New York: McGrew-Hill Book 
Company, Inc., 1945), p. 2250 


53. We Me Rothney, “Interests of Public Secondary-School Boys," 
The Journal of Education, 28:561, November, 1957. 
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i stated that interests reflect certain basic 


Sheviakov and Friedberg 
aims end desires. Interests become the index of emotional tendencies and 
| of the organization of the personality of the individual. Liking and dis- 
liking, acceptance and rejection of activities become expressions of the 
drives and goals within the person, indicating how the individual performs 
in handling them. 

Dewey” gave his definition by saying thet: 

Genuine interest is the accompaniment of the identification through 
| action, of the self with some object or idea, because of the necessity 


of that object or idea for the maintenance of a self=-initiated activity. 


He® further stated that: “Interest is not some one thing; it is a 


the powers of an individual in a thorough-going way." 
He also continued to say that genuine interest must have a combina- 
tion of two things. Material, subject-matter and the right conditions are 
necessary and certain tendencies, habits and powers are required on the 
part of self. 

Background material on interests. According to Fryer,* the measure= 


ment of interests is not more than twenty-nine years old (1920). 


1g. Vv. Sheviakov and Jean Friedberg, “Use of Interest Inventories 
|for Personality Study," The Journal ———_ Research, 33:694, May, 
1940, 


2 John Dewey, Interest and Effort in Education (Boston: Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 1913, p.» 14. 


Stbid., pe 65. 


4pouglas Fryer, The Uessurenent of Interests (New York: Henry Holt 
and Company, Inc., 1931), p. 


|“ neme for the fact that a course of action, an occupation, or pursuit absorbs. 
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Fryer? stated in his review of the early thinking on the subject of 
interests, that the importance of interests in mental life was not recog- 
nized by early educators or industrialists. Again he reviewed the thinking 
of the later educators, such as Pryer, G. Stanley Hall, and others. These 


began to realize that a child is an individual with a right to be interested 


in his activities. 

Fryer” reported that the idea of predicting future interests from 
present ones, implying a high degree of permanence, has been over-empha- 
sized. 

Investigations of play interests were the earliest studies made, 
seid Fryer.® These began at the turning of the century with the question- 
naire method being used. A printed list of amusements was presented early. 
Children were also asked to check their favorite gemes from an extensive 


list of activities. 


Davis and Taylor* made a survey of about one hundred fifty investiga 


tions on interests, limiting it to objective studies. They found that the 
greater number of such investigations were published since 1935. Reading, 
play, movie, and radio interests, hobbies and collecting, academic and 


vocational interests were classified. 


lipid., ps. 443. 

2Ibid., pe 17- 

Stbid., p» 313-314. 

4pobert A. Davis and Hazel E. Taylor, “Significance of Research on 


Interests for the Classroom Teacher," Educational Administration and Super= 
vision, 29:357-364, September, 1943, 
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| environment drew the following conclusions: 


|were greater than their differences. 


children trying to attain adult forms of behavior early in life. 


_ short list. 


of the children of the two schools. 


| tigations have bearing here. They steted: | 


differences in all types of sports." 


1. The similarities in play of the children in these two schools 


2- <A difference in the family life of one school was reflected in 
the preference for card and table games. In this school of children from 


a higher economic level, adults and children often played together, the 


own play activities, traditional forms of play being fostered. They were 


not open to change of pattern. 


4. The activities preferred by both schools was a comparatively 


her study of the play activities of children in two schools with contrasting 


3- The low economic level at the other school left children to their 


5. There was a significant difference in the after school activities 


Some implications from Davis‘ and Taylor's” survey of interest inves- 


1. “The types of play vary with the physical environment and the 


| opportunities for them." 


2e “The effect of environment and training has perhaps reduced sex 


lerace Woody, “Similarities and Differences in the Play Activities of 
Children in Two Public Schools with Contrasting Environment," Journal of ] 
Experimental Education, 7:155-156, December, 1938, 


2pavis and Taylor, op. cit», p. 362-363. 
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| summarization of Hardy's 


Lazer? found in her study of reading interests that the bright group 


had better environmental opportunities than either the average or dull group. 


and that the average group had better opportunities than the dull group. 


She noted a significant relationship between the socio-economic ratings and 


the reading material in the home. 


Interest and behavior. The student has not attempted to seek the 


relationship between interest and behavior in this study. An interesting 


2 findings on the study of the out-of-school activi- 


ties of well-adjusted and poorly adjusted elementary school pupils said: 


However, there was no indication that the well-adjusted representa- 
tives were either more or less versatile in their play interests; more 
or less proficient on the playground; nor, that they participated either 
more or less extensively in forms of organized activities than their 
less satisfactorily adjusted classmates. 


It might be well to observe with Witty and Kopel ® that there is a 
need for a wise selection of interests since unwholesome and undesirable 
ones are often selectede Teachers should, therefore, try to guide the 


children into more worthwhile activities. 
Boynton* said in concluding his study: 
Apparently it is time for psychologists and educators to stop im- 


posing adult-made schemes upon children, and to recognize that each child 


is a separate, distinct functioning unit, who to be understood must be 
studied as an individual sample of a real or artificial social groupe 


lay Lazar, “The Reading interests, Activities and Opportunities of 
Bright, Average, and Dull Children," Teachers College Record, 39:153, 
November, 1937.6 


evartha Crumpton Hardy, “The Out-of=School Activities of Well- 
Adjusted and Poorly Adjusted Elementary School Pupils, "The Journal of 
Educational Psychology, 26:457, September, 1935. 


Switty and Kopel, op. cits, p. 441. 


{paul L. Boynton, "The Wishes of Elementary School Children," 
Peabody Journal of Education, 13:174, January, 1936. 
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Interest and sexe. Witty and Kopel! analyzed the results of 900 
children, (kindergarten to grade eight), selected at random from a school 
| population of 3,400 in Evanston, Illinois. The results were obtained by 
| the Witty and Kopel Diagnostic Child Study Record, Form VI, Pupil Report 
of Interests and Activities. 

They” observed that children of all ages play out doors after school. 
Almost equal numbers of boys in the various grades did chores, read, and 
practiced on a musical instrument. The girls reported practicing more often 
than doing chores and reading. The radio was of the utmost importance in 
| the evening with boys beyond the first grade and reading was second. The 


girls showed similar preferences in some grades but in other grades the 


ranks of the two activities were reversed. Attendance at the movies on 


with outdoor play ranking second to the movies in these grades. Going to 


the movies was reported the greatest number of times by third and fourth 
grade boys. Sunday School occupied first rank in all grades, with church 
attendance ranking second in grades four to eight. Play ranked high for 
both sexes at all grade levels. Playing cowboy was best liked by boys in 
‘the first four grades and interest in G=men, cops and robbers received the 
most votes in grade four. Boys in grades one to four enjoyed playing 


imaginative games. With the fourth grade, the trend of play began to be 


dpaul Witty and David Kopel, “Studies of the Activities and Prefer- 
ences of School Children, "Educational Administration and Supervision, 
243:429-4NK, September, 1938, 


2tbid, p. 437-438. 


Saturday was reported by both boys and girls in all grades above the second, 
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Schools, W:15, September, 1942. 


toward a more organized type of athletic game, such as basketball and foot- 
ball. Movies were well liked by all girls, the larger number of votes 
being reported in grades six to eight. Girls in grades one to five enjoyed 
dressing in older folk's clothing. Skating was first choice in athletic 
interest. Other activities, with the exception of dancing, were sedentary 
in type. 

The student noted from Holtorf's+ study that more girls than boys 


attended church and Sunday Schoole Boys lost interest in Sunday School 


before girls did. However, less than 50 per cent of the girls were still 
going to Sunday School after the eighth gradee 

Holtorf's study analyzed the play activities of 1,671 cases in 
Detroit schools, grades three B through twelve A. The student was inter- 
ested in her statement that play activities have the shortest grade spans 
and the majority reach their highest participation by grade four. The 
social instinct appeared to be stronger in girls than in boys. 

In regard to sports, Holtorf* remarked that probably boxing and 
handball, participated in by great numbers of elementary and intermediate 
boys, have a different meaning for the third and fourth grade boy than for 


the ninth grade boye 


pi 


Evelyn E. Holtorf, "What Pupils Do After School," The Nation's 


2Thid., pe 16. 
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Interest and intelligence. Davis and Taylor? noted some other 
implications from their survey which have significance here. 

They are as follows:- 

1. “The nature and extent of interest varies with the degree of 
intelligence." 

2. “Group differences with respect to intelligence, sex, race, 
grade, however are relatively unimportant in comparison to person to 
person differences." 

Witty and Lehman” made an intensive study in January, 1926, of a 


small group of fifty children with intelligence quotients of one hundred 


forty or above, (Stanford Revision of Binet-Simon Test Rating.) Forty-two | 


of these children were from grades three to seven of the public schools of © 


Kansas City, Missouri, and the other eight from neighboring towns. Each 


gifted child was paired with a mentally average child, (Intelligence 


quotients 90-110). A study had been made by the writers nine months earlier, 


with the results of the two studies corroborating each other. 

The two writers” found that the differences between the play 
activities of gifted girls and average girls and the play activities of 
gifted boys and average boys were insignificant as the differences were 


small. 


lrobert A. Davis and Hazel E. Taylor, “Significance of Research 
on Interests for the Classroom Teacher," Educational Administration and 
Supervision, 29:359-360, September, 1943. 


2Paul A. Witty and Harvey C. Lehman, "The Play Behaviour of Fifty 
Gifted Children," The Journal of Educational Psychology, 18:259, January, 
1927.6 a en Se ee Saree Se ST ON TE Ap 
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They* also found that the two groups of widely varying intelligence 
quotients, when considered as a whole, did not differ in the number of play 
activities in which they participated. However, the individual differences 


were conspicuous. A significant difference did appear to exist between the 


two groups in the kind of activities in which they engaged. 


Witty and Lehman® further reported that reading books was the 


activity best liked by both boys and girls of the gifted group. When read=- — 


| ing was eliminated, there was little difference between the groups in re- 


gard to best-liked activities. The gifted children had other interests too. 


3 


The two writers” later wrote that the gifted children were found to 


be more solitary in their play than the average children and that the gifted 


group tended to avoid certain types of active, physical play. 


Boynton and Ford,* in a similar study of over a thousand fifth grade 


| children, located in several city and parish schools of Louisiana, made an 


analysis of the play activities of the relatively bright and the relatively 


dull children. They concluded the following: 


l. The average bright children were found to spend about forty-five 


| to fifty minutes a day more in play than the average dull children. 


lipid., ps 261. 


2thid., ps 264. 


Sta rvey C. Lehman and Paul A. Witty, "A Study of Play in Relation 


_to Intelligence," Journal of Applied Psychology, 12:570, August, 1928. 


‘paul Le Boynton and F. A. Ford, "The Relationship between Play and 


Intelligence, "Journal of Applied Psychology, 17:301, June, 1933. 
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2. There was no significant difference in the time spent by either 
group in physical play. 

3. The average bright children spent more time in mental recreation | 
than did the average dull children, the difference being about an hour a day. 

4. No assumption could be made that knowledge of an individual's 
intelligence would enable one to predict either the kind or amount of play 
of the individual or the reverse. 


Boynton* 


conducted another study in which he sought the relationship 
between intelligence and hobby participations. This study involved 4,779 
sixth grade boys and girls from 258 schools located in thirty-one states. 
He” stated that some hobbies are participated in more often by 
children of high intelligence than other hobbies; that there are pronounced 
| sex differences in the intelligence-hobby relationship; that when both sexes 
Pee considered together, the hobbies of collecting, the playing of musical 
instruments and reading history, science and biography are most often par- 
ticipated in by those of higher intelligence; that no single hobby is checked 
consistently by children of lower than average intelligence; that very 
superior children have a greater variety of and engage in certain kinds of 
hobbies more often than do very inferior ones; that the child without a 


hobby is more apt to be a child of lower than average intelligence than is 


the child with hobbies, this being true particulerly of girls. 


lpaul L. Boynton, "Relationship between Children's Tested Intel- 
ligence and their Hobby Participations," Journal of Genetic Psychology, 
58:354, June, 1941. 


2 Ibid, Pe 362 
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Lewis and McGehee” made an intensive study on the comparison of the 


interests of mentally superior and retarded children. They studied a total 
of 45,000 children (grades four to eight) in 455 schools of 310 communities 
in thirty-six states. The top 10 per cent and the lowest 10 per cent in 
intelligence were determined by the Kuhlmann-Anderson Teste 

Teachers were asked to check the extra-curricular activities of each 
child on a list of ten such activities and also to designate which hobbies 
each child had from a list of twenty-one hobbies. 

Some of the findings of these investigators were: 

1. Over twice as many superior children played musical instruments 
than retarded children. Superior economic background might have accounted 


for some of this. 


2 Children of superior mental ability had more reading interests. 
Dramatics, religious activities, studying, scouting, campfire, club activi- 
ties and collecting appeared to appeal more to these children. 

3. Those in the lower intelligence group were superior to those in 
the higher intelligence group ohly in housework, as in the case of the girls, 
and working (in stores or on the farm), as in the case of the boyse 

4. It was highly significant to note that over twelve times as many 
mentally retarded children as gifted children appeared to have no hobby. 

5« The mentally superior children participated to only a slightly 


greater degree in social activities. 


nF 

W. Drayton Lewis and William McGehee, "A Comparison of the Interests 
of Mentally Superior and Retarded Children," School and Society, 52:597-600, 
December 7, 1940. 
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These writers felt justified in thinking that the schools were fail- 
ing in their duty to superior children in that these children were not being 


socialized as much as they shoulde 
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CHAPTER III 


METHOD AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTEREST INVENTORY 


is given in this chapter. 


on fourth grade level since 1946, when a course was taken with Dr. W. 


you intend to do for a living? Do you attend Sunday School? 


be made. 


; to as Interest Inventory, Number One. Since this problem wes not original 


uf 
| World Book Company, 1940), pe 105. 


An explanation of any measuring instrument is necessary so that the 


results might be understood. The construction of the interest inventory 


Interest Inventory and it became a challenge. At that time an inventory 
was attempted by the student in an effort to determine what the interests 
| of her particular class were. One hundred seven items were listed in the 
test and the forty children of the class were asked to mark each item with 


of preference, not distinguishing between the actual activities in which 


asked at the end of the inventory:- What clubs do you belong to? What do 


A second inventory was constructed in 1949. This shall be referred 


The writer has been interested in the topic of children's interests - 


1 


en L for like, D for dislike, and I for indifferent. This was just a record 


the children participated and those preferred by them. Three questions were 


The results of this first attempt were useful for individual help in 


the class, but are not significant for this study. No further mention need 


Donald D. Durrell, Improvement of Basic Reading Abilities (New York: 


Linwood Chase in Quincy. The student was then introduced to Dean Durrell's~. 
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with the student, other interest inventories were consulted. The list of 
sources for the final revision is in the Appendix (Appendix B). 


A list of 302 items was arranged under the proper group headings. 


The items were then written down in random order. The group headings were 
omitted. The children could check the activities in which they took part 
daily, at least once a week, in season, and at least once a month. Their 
interest in the activities wes to be checked either in the like column, 
indifferent or dislike columns. Twenty-nine children from this student's 
class were given the check list on February 11, 1949. It was found that it 
_took about an hour for the children to adequately check each item. It was 
necessary to read a few of the items for certain children. Some of the 
— were discussed, as to meaning. A sample of the inventory cen be found 
| 4m the Appendix (Appendix A). 
Results:- The column marked ‘In Season! did not show any significance. 
It was decided to omit this column in the revised inventory, for the seasonal 
aspects of the activities were obvious. The column marked ‘At least once a 


month! did not have any more than seven children marking any of the 302 


items. This column was to be left out of the revised version alece 


| The responses to the 302 items were checked next. It was decided to 


| shorten the inventory somewhat for the inetrunent seemed too long and cum=- 
bersome. 

The following items were left out, as they did not appear to have 
much significance for fourth grade children. Some of the items, such as 
going to bed, eating, etc., activities necessary to a person's existence, 


did not have to be considered for participation or preference checking. 
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| Therefore, it was thought best to leave these out in the revised copy. 


Going to bed 

Collecting charms 

Weaving 

Playing in an orchestra 
Statuary 

Crocheting 

Keeping pets like fish, pigeons, dogs, cats 
Iron 

Pulling weeds 

Eating 

Feed chickens 

Making science experiments 
Go after washing 

Taking care of baby 

Club parties 

Arranging furniture 
Washing hands and face 
School parties 

Metalwork 

Peel potatoes 

Reading books about scientists 
Goif 

Basketry 

Pussy wants a corner 
Knowing the name of any auto on the road 
Mending 

Pool 

Pick greens 

Chess 

Sweep floor 

Pack lunch 

Night work 

Mow golf course 

Making or using a wireless, or other electrical apparatus 
Work in people's houses 

Do odd jobs 

Drop the handkerchief 
Taking tests 

Clean bedroom 

Class parties 

Cooking 

Wash clothes 

Ope rettas 

Repairing mechanical things 
Playing in a band 

Getting up 

Work at grocery store 
Sewing 
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| be omitted in the chapter on analysis of data. 


children in their checking of the list. In discussing this with the adviser, 


order, thus facilitating the tabulation. 


49. Printing 
5. Coasting with wagon 


5le Carve 

52. Colledting match folders 
53. Singing 

542 Bridges 


55- Signaling 

562 Old Maid 

57. Bingo 

58. Reading about people in other countries 

It did not seem necessary to consider the actual data from Inventory 


Number One since it was just given to one class. A discussion of this will 


Construction of Interest Inventory Number Two:- Four columns were 
finally selected to check participation of children in their activities and 
to head the four columns. Interest in the activities or preference for the 
activities was again to be checked by either Like, Indifferent or Dislike. 

Rothney! stated that: 

There is little evidence on which to base a decision, but best 
results have been obtained by use of the L I D response scheme. The 
Strong Vocational Interest Blank is probably the best interest test so 
far developed. The L I D response is used in it. 

In the final revision, the number of items was reduced to 244. They 

| 


were arrenged in eighteen groups, but with the group headings omitted. It 


was felt that such a heading as ‘Ahti-social activities’ would influence the 


it was decided to have the items arranged by groups rather than in a random 


i W. Me. Rothney, “Interests of Public Secondary-School Boys,” 
Journal of Education, 283:568, November, 1937. 
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The group headings and the number of items under each are as follows: 
I. Sports - 14 items 
II. Riding - 7 items 
III. Hobbies - 19 items 
IV. Outdoor Play - 41 items 
Ve. Indoor Play - 25 items 
VI. Community Activities - 5 items 
VII. Listening Activities - 11 items 
VIII. Church - 4 items 
IX. Collections - 12 items 
X- Trips and Visits - 8 items 
XI. Creative Activities - 7 items 
XII. Anti-social Activities - 6 items 
XIII. Nature - 7 items 
XIV. School - 6 items 
XV.- Social Relationships - 10 items 
XVI. Reading - 21 items 
XVII. Miscellaneous - 10 items 
XVIII. After School Activities and Home Activities - 31 items 
Total - 244 items 


A sample of the Interest Inventory Number Two follows. 
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| about 300 fourth grade children in Quincy. 


| background. 


Description of population:= The final tests were to be given to 


It was decided to select three 


fourth grades with children from a higher economic background, three with 


children from an average economic background and three from a lower economic. 


ground of each fourth grade. However, discussions with the Superintendent 


| of Schools in Quincy and the principals of the schools involved, helped the 


student to select the population for the three groups. 


It was hoped to get a least one hundred children for each economic 


level but because of absence, lack of information about intelligence quo= 


| tients, etc., the total number of cases was 263 fourth grade children. 


The number of boys and girls in each of the given economic groups is 
given in Chapter IV. 


The intelligence quotients as determined by the Otis Alpha Test 


renged from 78 to 144 for the total number of cases. 


The chronological ages used were the October, 1948, ages. These 


ages ranged from 6 - 9 to 12 - 0 within the fourth grade. 


Evaluations= The interest items were evaluated on the following 
bases:- 
1. Participation in and preference for interests in relation to 


economic background. 


20 


Participation in and preference for interests in relation to sex. 
3. Participation for grouped interests in relation to sex. 
4. Comparison of activities by participation versus preference. 
5. Participation in and preference for interests in relation to 


intelligence. 


It was not possible to find out the exact socio-economic back= _ 
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Administration of the Interest Inventory:- The interest inventory 


= administered by the teacher of each fourth grade to her class during the 
month of March, 1949. It was difficult to control the time for the com- 
pleting of the inventory because of this fact. The time element depended 
somewhat on the kind of class too. 


A sample of the directions for the teacher is given here:- 


This is a study to discover the interests of fourth grade children. 
|It is important for any teacher to know the interests in the children's 
home and school life. However, time is an important element too, and a 

| busy teacher does not have enough of it to personally interview each child. 
‘Therefore, the writer has attempted to devise this check list of interests 
|which should not consume too much of the teacher's time. 


DIRECTIONS 


Please have the children fill in name, grade, school and date only. 
Read the directions with them. It is necessary to explain that mere liking 
of an interest does not make it an interest. We want to know if the child 
has actually participated in it. If not, then, the column Never should be 
checked. Some of the items are seasonal, such as Swimming, and should be 
_carefully considered. If participation in the summer is daily or once a 
|week, etc., the column should be checked. 


children to give an accurate picture of themselves is helpfule 


On page 5, (beginning Playing with dolls) the word Listening was not 
typed in. The items following are listening activities and continue on 
‘page 6. On page 6, the word collecting has been written in, as this was not 
typed in either. 


Perhaps, if the teacher read each item, it might go faster, while 
\the pupils checked. However, this depends on the classe 


Any explanation on the part of the teacher which will further aid the ~ 
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filled in the blank spaces for their name, grade, school and date. Later, 
| @ mumber was assigned to each name, so that the cases are known only by 


number. 


(Daily, At least once a week, Sometimes or Never) for each item. They were 
‘for each item. 


student. 


plained. A description of the population and the bases of evaluation were 


tioned. Certain variables were beyond the control of the investigator since 
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A copy of the interest inventory was given to each child. The pupils 


The investigator was given permission to get the information on 
chronological ages, mental ages and intelligence quotients from the files 


of the schools. 

After the headings were filled out by the children, their attention 
was called to the directions at the top of the first page. They were to 
read each item carefully. They were to check one of the first four columns | 
also to check one of the last three columns (Like, Indifferent, or Dislike) 


All the items in all the interest inventories were tabulated by the 


Summary:- An analysis of why this particular problem was chosen has 


been given in this chapter. The construction of inventories has been ex=- 


next presented. The administration of the inventory was also briefly men- 


it was impossible for the student to give the inventory to each grade her- 
self, with the exception of her own roome 
The analysis of the data derived from the study is described in the 


following chapter. 


CHAPTER IV 


ANALYSIS OF DATA 


FROM THE INTEREST INVENTORY 
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CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF DATA 


In this chapter the following data are considered: 


1. The participation and preference of each pupil for each item 


in the interest inventory in relation to economic background and sex. 


2- The twenty most popular activities and the twenty least popular 
activities of the three economic groups, as judged by participation and 
preference. 

3. The totals of the eighteen interest groups and the most popular 
activity of each group, as judged by participation. 

4. The twenty most popular activities, as judged by participation, 
compared with preference and the twenty least popular activities, as judged 
by participation, compared with preference. 

5. A comparison of participation of boys with boys of higher and 
lower intelligence quotients in relation to economic background and age, 
and a comparison of girls with girls of higher and lower intelligence | 
quotients in relation to economic background and age. 

Any number of other kinds of conclusions might be drawn from the 
amount of data in this type of study. 

The numbers of boys and girls in each of the three economic groups 


is given next. 


TABLE I 


Higher Economic Average Economic Low Economic 
Background Background Background 

*A 10 14 24 Ris Mis (22 39 Stites ofl2 28 
Briilé., 16 32 Bio edi » rckS 26 Boo ke whiz 32 
€ oovkGide ak 26 Mt iv Soe dT BtickS old 26 


aod ye ee wohl 0 Be celend ee. 
95 


Totals 41 41 82 41 & 44 42 86 


Total boys = 126 
| Total girls - 137 


| Total number of cases - 263 


en letters A to I represent the nine fourth grades in Quincy used in the 
study. 


In arriving at conclusions, the participations end preferences of 
the 244 items for each of the 263 pupils were tabulated. The first two 
columns of the interest inventory, (Daily, and At least once a week) were 
participation. The next two columns of the interest inventory (Sometimes 
and Never) were combined under the title of Least popular activities, as 
judged by stated participation. 

The column marked Like was placed under the title of Most populer 
activities, as judged by stated preference and the column marked Dislike 
stated preference. 

Master charts of the least popular activities, as judged by stated 
participation and stated preference, are not included in this study. 

Each of the 263 pupils had a number. These numbers were placed 
under the proper titles beside each item on the tabulation sheet. The 
number of times each item was checked by the cases was then counted and a 
per cent for each was figured. 

The master chart of the most popular activities of fourth grade 
children, as judged by stated participation in each of the three economic 


groups, followse 
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Higher Economic 


TABLE II 


THE TWENTY MOST POPULAR ACTIVITIES, AS JUDGED BY STATED PARTICIPATION, 


OF THE THREE ECONOMIC GROUPS 


FOURTH GRADE BOYS 


Average Economic 


Lower Economic 


Background Background Background 
Boys Boys Boys 
Items o Items Z Items Hd 
1.Reading funnies 73.2 1.Going to Sunday leListening to the 75.0 
2.Swimming 68.3 School 80.5 radio 
$.Baseball 68.35 2.Reading funnies 78.0 2.Going to Sunday 
4.Listening to $-Listening to the School 7207 
radio 68.3 radio 75.6 3.Reading funnies 61.4 
5.Drawing 68.5 4.Using a hammer, 4.Riding in acer 59.1 
6.Visiting the saw, nails,etc. 5 Drawing 59 ol 
beach 63.4 for fun 75.6 6.Running 59 «1 
7.Running 65.4 5.Running 75.6 7.Listening to 
8.Listening to 6.Drewing 7532 comedians 59 ol 
mystery stories 61.0 7.Studying 75.2 8.Swimming 56.8 
9.Going to Sunday 8.Climbing trees 70.7 9.Baseball 54.6 
School 61.0 9.Snowball fights 70.7 10.Visiting the 
10.Riding ina car 58.5 10.Riding a bicycle 68.3 beach 52.3 
11.Tag 56.1 11.Tag 65.9 1l.Listening to 
12 Studying 56.1 12.Helping mother 65.9 stories 5.0 
13.Riding a bicycle 53.7 13.Swinming 63.4 12.Going to church 
14.Playing cowboys 53.7 14.,Baseball 63.4 or synagogue 50 .0 
15.Listening to 15.Listening to 13.Helping mother 6.0 
stories 53-7 murder stories 65.4 14.Studying 50.0 
16.Listening to 16.Listening to 15.Cub Scouts 47.7 
murder stories 51.2 mystery stories 61.0 16.Going to the 
17.Listening to 17.Listening to movies 47.7 
reports of stories 61.0 17.Listening to 
sporting events 51.2 18.Reading jokes 61.0 reports of 
18.Listening to 19.Going to the sporting events 45.5 
comedians 51-2 movies 58.5 18.Listening to 
19.Going to church 20.Running errands 58.5 murder stories 45.5 
or synagogue 51 2 19.Listening to 
20.Going to the mystery stories 45.5 
movies 51.2 20.Reading news- 
papers 4525 
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Table II was derived from Master Chart I. The column marked Boys 
in each of the three economic groups was checked to discover the twenty 
activities or interests that had the highest per cent of boys participating. 
It can be noted that reading the funnies is high in each of the three 
groups. Swimming and baseball are not quite as high in the lower economic 
group as in the other two groups. Listening to the radio has the greatest 
number of boys in the average group with the lower economic group just 
about as high. Drawing is the most popular hobby in the average economic 
group with almost as many participating in the higher economic group. 
Going to Sunday School has the greatest number in the average economic group 
It might be concluded that in all activities the average group has the 
highest per cents of children participating. Listening activities have 
replaced reading activities in the lower economic group as well as in the 


other two groupse 
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THE TWENTY MOST POPULAR ACTIVITIES, AS JUDGED BY STATED PARTICIPATION, 
OF THE THREE ECONOMIC GROUPS 


Higher Economic 


Background Background Background 
Girls Girls Girls 
Items % Items Items % 
1.Going to Sunday 1.Going to Sunday 1.Listening to 
School 80.5 School 9266 the radio 81.0 
2 Swimming 75.6 2.Drawing 77.8 2.Going to 
3.Reading funnies 75.6 3.Listening to the Sunday School 78.0 
4.Drawing 7302 radio 74.1 3.Reading the 
5.Visiting the 4.Helping mother 70.4 funnies 73.8 
beach 73.2 5.Studying 70.4 4.Drawing 71.4 
6eRiding in a car 70.7 6.Roller Skating 68.5 5.Swimming 61.9 
7-Listening to 7.Reading funnies 66.7 6.Listening to 
comedians 68.5 8.Putting away comedians 59.5 
8. Running 65.9 playthings 66.7 7.Listening to 
9.Tag 65.9 9.Setting table 64.9 music 59.5 
10.Reading news- 10.Riding in a car 64.9 8.Riding in a 
papers 61.0 11.Tag 64.9 car 57 ol 
1l.Setting table 61.0 12.Running 63.0 9.Listening to 
12 Listening to 13.Playing with murder stories54.8 
stories 61.0 dolls 63.0 10.Listening to 
13.Visiting frienis 58.5 14.Washing dishes 63.0 stories 54.8 
14.Helping mother 58.5 15.Hide and seek 59.3 11.Running errands54.8 
15.Brownies 56-1 16.Dancing 59-3 12.Studying 52 04 
16.Playing with 17.Running errands 59.3 13.Running 52 4 
dolls 56.1 18.Listening to 14.Listening to 
17.Running errands 56.1 music 57 04 mystery stories 47.6 
18.Paper dolls 56.1 19.Riding a bicyle 57.4 15.Helping mother 47.6 
19.Jumping rope 56.1 20.Jumping rope 55-6 16.Setting table 47.6 
20.Reading 17.Reading news- 
magazines 56.1 papers 47.6 


TABLE III 


FOURTH GRADE GIRLS 


Average Economic 


Lower Economic 


18.Visiting frieds 45.2 
19.Going to the 

movies 45.2 
20.Going shopping 45.2 
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Table III was derived from Master Chart I. The column marked Girls 
in each of the three economic groups was checked to discover the twenty 


activities or interests that had the highest per cent of girls participatin 


With the girls, going to Sunday School enjoys a high rank; swimming 
is popular with the higher and lower groups only; reading the funnies has 
the greatest numbers in the higher and lower groups; drawing is the most 
popular hobby in all groups. Over half of the girls in the higher economic 
group read newspapers and magazines. No reading other than funnies is 
enjoyed in the average group. keading newspapers is enjoyed by less than 
half of the girls in the lower economic group. Listening activities are 
not quite as popular with the girls, except in the lower economic group 


where listening to the radio is the most popular activitye 
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TABLE IV 


THE TWENTY MOST POPULAR ACTIVITIES, AS JUDGED BY STATED PARTICIPATION, 


OF THE THREE ECONOMIC GROUPS 


FOURTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS 


Higher Economic Average Economic Lower Economic 
Background Background Background 
Total Total Total 
Items Io Items qo Items I 
1.Reading the 1.Going to Sunday 1.Listening to the 77.9 
funnies 7404 School 87 4 radio 
2 Swimming 72.0 2.Drawing 75.8 2.Going to Sunday 
3.Going to Sunday 3.Listening to the School 75.6 
School 70 7 radio 74.7 3.Reading the 
4.Drawing 69.5 4.Reading the funnies 67.4 
5.Visiting the funnies 71.6 4.Drawing 651 
beach 68.5 5,Studying 71.6 5.Swimming 59 3 
6.Running 64.6 6.Helping mother 68.4 6.Listening to 
7.Tag 61.0 7.Running 68.4 comedians 59 «3 
8.Listening to 8.Riding in a car 66.3 7-Riding inacar 58.1 
comedians 59-8 9.Tag 65.5 8Running 55.8 
9e-Listening to 10 .Putting away 9.Listening to 
stories 57.35 playthings 63.2 stories 5205 
10.Reading news- 11.Riding a 10.Going to church 
papers 54.9 bicycle 61.1 or synagogue 51.2 
11.Visiting friends53.7 12.Running errands 58.9 11.Studying 51.2 
12.Helping mother 535.7 13.Listening to 12.Listening to 
13.Riding a stories 58.9 murder stories 9.0 
bicycle 5204 14.Going to church 13.Helping mother 48.8 
14.Studying 5102 or synagogue 55.8 14.Running errands 48.8 
15.Playing with 15.Washing dishes 55.8 15.Listening to 
toys 51e2 16.Hide and seek 54.7 music 48.8 
16.Listening to 17.Just playing 16.Listening to 
mystery stories51.2 catch 52.6 mystery stories 46.5 
17.Playing with 18.Card games 52.6 17.Setting table 43.0 
animals .0 19.Listening to 18.Tag 43.0 
18.Running errands 48.8 comedians 52.6 19.Riding a bicycle 41.9 
19.Card ganes 43.9 20.Going to the 20.Washing dishes 41.9 
20.Going to the movies 52 6 
movies 43.9 
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Table IV was derived from Master Chart I. The column marked Total 
in each of the three economic groups was checked to discover the twenty 


activities or interests that had the highest per cent of boys and girls 


participating. 

It is noted that reading the funnies is very popular with boys end 
girls in all three groups, no other reading being listed except the reading 
of newspapers in the higher economic group. Swimming enjoys the greatest 
popularity in the higher economic group. Going to Sunday School has the 
greatest number of boys and girls participating in the average group. 
Drawing is definitely the most popular hobby, especially in the higher and 
average economic groups. Listening activities are highest in the lower 
economic groupe Running and tag seem to be the most popular outdoor plays. 
The highest per cent of children have bicycles to ride in the average 
economic group. Studying has the same number of children in the higher 
and lower groups, with the greatest number being in the average groupe 
Card games are listed in the higher and average economic groups. What 
seemed surprising was that going to the movies was not as popular as the 


student expected it to bee 
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TABLE V 


THE TWENTY LEAST POPULAR ACTIVITIES, AS JUDGED BY STATED PARTICIPATION, 
OF THE THREE ECONOMIC GROUPS 


FOURTH GRADE BOYS 


~ Higher Economic = Average Economic | Lower Economic 


Background Background Background 
Boys Boys Boys 
Items % Items % Items % 


and ladder) 


1.Playing nurse 0 1.Paper dolls 0 1.Riding in a 
2.Collecting dolls 0 2 Knitting 0 soap box 0 
SeArranging a $eJumping rope 204 2-Riding in an 
bulletin board 0 4.London bridge 2.4 airplane 0 
4.Paper dolls 204 5.Playing with 5ePaper dolls 0 
5.Playing with dolls 2.4 4-Knitting 0 
dolls 2.4 6.Jacks 4.9 5.Dressing in older 
6.Playing school 2.4 #£7.Playing nurse 4.9 folks' cloth- 
7.Playing house 204 8.Playing house 4.9 ing 0 
8.Playing Sunday 9.Collecting dolls 4.9 6.Playing house 0 
School 204 10.Hopscotch 7.3 7.Playing Sunday 
9.Riding a pony 4.9 11.Playing Sunday School 0 
10.Riding in an School 7.3 8.Playing fire 
airplane 4.9 12.Collecting engine (hook 
11 Hopscotch 4.9 flowers 7.3 and ladder) 0 
12.Mud pies 4.9 13.Quoits 9.8 Q9Collecting ddls 0 
13.Flying kites 4.9 14.Pinching little 10 .Collecting 
14.Singing games 4.9 things like knick knacks 0 
15.Visiting flower apples,candy 9.8 11.Collecting 
shows ,food, 15.Riding in an house pictures 0 
poultry, auto airplane 9.8 12.Going to the 
shows, etce 4.9 16.Dressing in z00 0 
16.Taking part in older folks! 13.Writing stories 0 
plays 4.9 clothing 9.8 14.Writing poems 0 
17.Raising rabbits 4.9 17.Mud pies 12.2 15.Sneaking into 
18 .Quoits 7.3 18.Chemistry 12.2 places where 
19.Rolling a hoop 7.35 19.Walking on admission is 
20.Playing fire stilts 12.2 charged 0 
engine (hook 20.Playing School 12.2 16.Bumming rides 0 


17.Arranging a 


bulletin board 0O 


18.Borrowing and 


lending money 0 


19.Buying presents 


for others 0 
20.Making talks 0 


re 


abe 


ae a r 7 x) 
at : an? i a ‘ wi 7 ark y* hy 
ee Ay {i Ps 
OLAS OSsare Ya GapauT aA. str) 
2qUORD or MO ra BY 


. 40LTASL 


rae cea f° See SS ar hs S. poe ae 


ofaongod ToOwwl 
UJ 
' \ bavoredl oat paved oad 
 rebecscom otter Stirs sess ee SEE 
axed eyou ‘ 


i z sand t & 


ee ee s8 ee eR ee te oe oe 


e nt pribif. 0 silob zoqei.l 
. 0 xod Geos 0 guidsind.s 
‘ia pa ok goths.) BS eget yalquvh.& 
b 0 onsiqria 6.S egbiad cohgol.> 
i 0 iffob segas.é itiw yoiyels.t 
; 0 gots inde? $$ aliob 
{ ~*Oblo at umiseeta.¢ €.4 etoak<é 
/ -/golo ‘aifct Ge eatitc gitye (4. ¥. 
f 0 yal e.> ney f sstiyalt.t 
6 oovort tyeliseS @.h gliob yettoolt 9022 
yabaue sabyeii.? &¥ Hosooagoks CL 
0 Loosiot yabow? aityald. Il 
ezit gniyeali.& &.7 Loore’a 
Yoon) ontyce yalitvalfod.$f 
0 (tebhel bes g.Y etewolt 
0 ell vou! ‘ 2. etioup.Gf 
oh Be f Gel elttil gaicdomt 1.aL 
0. atfosi “tot i off! wiatae 
foolfed.f[f &.8 vitiao, evicga 
7 u "t mT 28 wa sel PHhiv Gl 
eny OF foi.Sf &.¢ enalcrin 
8) oo: al guleser(. of 
QO eects ttiay.&! "exfot tebLo 
; rit. €.¢ gohiuitols 
A C OTS. $.$f selc bo. Vl 
q noontc oSl yitetrodl.6L 
. DK mo yoatyiah.€[ 
' oSL st Cite 


foosioe untyels. os 


ly 
i 0 ¥ fi< 
a+ 
( 
0 27 


0 


0 allob gnttosLt 


0 kraod rite f 


+.$ 


&.S 
o 
2 


<8 


SS 
ved 


sewolt ‘seks! aiV.3 


estig -ealpe 
S Qt. 


allob 29q4 ; 
sth bw qaivys re 


alio 
Looror ati 8 
esvon. pniyelt. 
yabaue satveisce 
loodoe 
yiog #2 yRibin.€ § 
nm of actbin. OL 
ecalctia = 4 
dat ooaqok. Ad 7 
eelg but foSI § 
ovtd gmiylt.bf ona) 
cOomsas suignbeest 


.- boot, swotia 
cryva, witlnog | - 
-of@ ,pwode ae 
al tiag 3aidaT.ol ¥ 
syaltqg 
usiddar gnishat. VIE 
atlouy. BL | ' 
good 2 naglioi, ei 
etit | } 
dood) eakaxe . 
(xebbal baa 


ae 


75 


Table V was derived from Master Chart I. The column marked Boys 
in each of the three economic groups was checked to discover the twenty 
activities or interests that had the lowest per cent of boys participating. 

Such activities as playing nurse, collecting paper dolls and playing 
with dolls and paper dolls, knitting, playing school, playing Sunday School, 
and playing house are not popular with fourth grade boys. Riding a pony, 
or in an airplane are not popular in any group probably because of economic 
reasons. 

The lower economic group has the greatest number of activities in 


which there is no participation by any fourth grade boy. 
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TABLE VI 


THE TWENTY LEAST POPULAR ACTIVITIES, AS JUDGED BY STATED PARTICIPATION 


FOURTH GRADE GIRLS 


OF THE THREE ECONOMIC GROUPS 


Higher Economic Average Economic Lower Economic 


Background Background Background 
Girls Girls Girls 
Items % Items %o Items I 
1 Hunting 0 1.Bumming rides 1.9 1.Hunting 0 
2 Boxing 0 2 dunting 3.7 2Hockey 0 
3 Hockey 0 3.Boxing 3.7 %3.Making wooden 
4.Riding ina 4.Quoits 307 things like 
soap box 0 5sPinching little doghouses 0 
5eRiding in an things like 4.Making airplane 
airplane 0 apples, candy 3.7 models fe) 
6.Making wooden 6.Catching snakes 3.7 5.Quoits 0 
things like 7eRiding in an 6 Archery 0 
doghouses 0 airplane 5.6 7.Canoeing 0 
7 Making airplane 8.Throwing stones 5.6 8.Playing Indians 0 
models 0 9.Watching insects 5.6 9.Throwing stones 0 
8.Soccer 0 10 Fishing 5.6 10.Mud pies 0 
9 Archery 0 11.Riding ina 11.Playing with 
10.Visiting flower soap box 74 bows end arrows 0 
shows , food, 12.Playing with 12.Building a dam 0 
poultry,auto bows and errows 7.4 13,Collecting 
shows, etch 0 13.Collecting insects 0 
11.Sneaking into insects 7.4 14,.Collecting 
places where 14.Studying the autographs 0 
admission is stars 7o4 15.Visiting 
charged 0 15.Having a paper museums 0 
12.Bumming rides 0 route 704 16.Camping 0 
13.Catching snakes 0 16.Skiing 9.3 17.Riding ina 
14,Accepting a dare 0 17 Hockey 93 soap box 0 
15.Riding a pony 2.4 18.Walking on 18.Riding in an 
16.Riding in a stilts 9-3 airplane 204 
wagon 2e4 19.Building a dam 9.3 19.Looking at boats 
17.Looking at boats 20 Collecting and boat models 2.4 
and boat models 2.4 stamps 905 20.Chemistry 204 
18 .Cchemistry 24 
19.Rail roads 204 
20.G-Men 204 
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Table VI was derived from Master Chart I. The column marked Girls 
in each of the three economic groups was checked to discover the twenty 
activities or interests that had the lowest per cents of girls participating. 
Hunting, boxing and hockey are definitely not girls' activities. 
Girls are not interested in soap box riding. Such sports as archery and 
canoeing perhaps are not enjoyed because of economic reasonse Catching 
snakes and collecting insects are not popular. 
The lower economic group of girls again has the greatest number of 
activities in which there is no participation by any fourth grade girl. 
Activities such as the making of mud pies and throwing stones 


probably are no longer fourth grade activities. 
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TABLE VII 


THE TWENTY LEAST POPULAR ACTIVITIES, AS JUDGED BY STATED PARTICIPATION, 
OF THE THREE ECONOMIC GROUPS 


FOURTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS 


Higher Economic Average Economic Lower Economic 
Background Background Background 
Total Total Total 
Items % Items Ip Items % 
l.Arranging a bul- 1 .Quoits 6.5 1,Hunting 1.2 
letin board 1-2 2-Boy Scouts 6.3 2.-Riding ina 
2eRiding in en $ePinching little soap box 102 
airplane 204 things like SeRiding in an 
3eCampfire girls 3.7 apples, candy 623 airplane 1.2 
4.Riding a pony 3.7 ‘4-Riding in an 4.Quoits 1.2 
5.Flying kites 4.9 airplane 7.4 5S.Writing stories 1.42 
6.Playing nurse 4.9 5.Chemistry 74 6.Mud pies 203 
7 Collecting 6.Bumming rides 74 7.Girl Scouts 2.3 
Insects 4.9 7.Walking on 8.Visiting flower 
8.Collecting house stilts 10.5 shows, food, 
pictures 4.9  8.London bridge 10.5 poultry, auto 
9eRaising rabbits 4.9 9.Mud pies 11.6 shows, etce 2.3 
10.Mud pies 6.1 10.Raising rabbits 11.6 9.Going to the z00 2.3 
11.Rolling a hoop 6.1 11.Taking afternom 10 Writing poems 208 
12.Playing fire naps 11.6 11.Making up 
engine (hook and 12.Riding ina riddles 2.5 
ladder) 6el soap box 12.6 12.Making puppets 2.3 
13.Soccer 7.3 13.Visiting flower 13.Making an 
14.Quoits 75 shows, food, aquarium 3.5 
15.Riding in a poultry, auto 14.Archery 3.5 
soap box 7.3 shows, etc. 12-6 15.Canoeing 3.5 
16 Hunting 8.5 14.Catching snakes 12-6 16,collecting 
17.Making wooden 15.Making talks 126 insects 365 
things, like 16-Rolling a hoop 13.7 17.,Visiting 
dog houses 8.5 17.Playing fire museums 3.5 
18.Chemistry 8.5 engine (hbok 18.Collecting 
19.Jacks 98 and ladder) 15.7 knick kmacks 407 
20.Playing Sunday 18.Girl Scouts 1367 19.Collecting 
School 9.8 19-Going to the autographs 407 
z00 13.7 20.Making airplane 


20.Skiing 14.7 models 58 
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Table VII was derived from Master Chart I. The column marked Total 
in each of the three economic groups was checked to discover the twenty 
activities or interests that had the lowest per cents of boys and girls 
participating. 

Children of the fourth grade age,as a whole, are not of the correct 
age to join the Boy Scouts md Girl Scouts, except as Cubs and Brownies. 
That accounts for the lack of popularity perhaps. Riding in an airplane 
is not popular probably because of economic reasons. It can be noted that 
reading is not listed anywhere on the table. Such activities, as making 
mud pies and pleying fire engine are no longer fourth grade interests. 
Quoits is obviously not a popular game and riding in a soap box does not 
have much appeal, probably because the communities do not have soap box 
derbies and the like. 

The lower economic group has the greatest number of activities 


that are not participated in by very many fourth grade boys send girls. 
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Boys Girls 
Group Headings Io Group Headings % 
l. IV. Outdoor Play 73.5 1. XVIII. After School and 
2. XVIII. After School and Home Activities 78.3 
Home Activities 69.9 2. IV. Outdoor Play 69 .0 
3S» XVI. Reading 46.5 3. V. Indoor Pley 51.0 
4. VII. Listening Activities 54.5 4. XVI. Reading 47.6 
5. I. Sports 5209 § VII. Listening Activities 35.3 
6. V. Indoor Play 31.5 6. I. Sports 16.6 
7. XVII. Miscellaneous 18.8 7. XVII. Miscellaneous 15.6 
8. XV. Social Relationships17.1 8, Ik. Collections 14.4 
9e IX. Collections 13.9 9. XIV. School 14.2 
10. II. Riding 12-5 10. XV. Social Relationships 12.9 
ll. X. Trips and Visits 12.0 11. VIII. Church 12.3 
12. VIII. Church 11.3 12. II. Riding 11.6 
13. XIV. School 10.3 13. X. Trips and Visits 11.2 
14. XIII. Nature 9.0 14. XI. Creative Activities 9el 
| 15. XI. Creative Activities 8.3 15. XIII. Nature 6.4 
16. XII. Anti-social 16. III. Hobbies 508 
Relationships 74 17. VI. Community Activities 5.2 
17. III. Hobbies 5e9 18. XII. Anti-social 
18. VII. Community Activities 3.7 Relationships 1.6 


TABLE VIII 


THE MOST POPULAR GROUP ACTIVITIES, AS JUDGED BY STATED PARTICIPATION 
OF FOURTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS 
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Table VIII wes derived from Master Chart Ie The total per cents of 
each of the eighteen groups was found for the boys and the girls separately 
and the results were listed in the order of the greatest popularity. 

It can be noted that outdoor play is the most popular activity for 
both boys and girls. After school and home activities are listed as the 
most popular with the girls, whether it be from choice or necessity. This 
same grouping is in second place with the boys. Reading is in third place 
with the boys and in fourth place with the girls. It can be mentioned that 
listening activities are right next in popularity to reading with both boys 
and girls. It might be interesting to comment on the apparent lack of inter 


est in hobbies and community activities by both boys and girls. 
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TABLE IX 


THE MOST POPULAR ACTIVITY IN EACH GROUP, AS JUDGED BY STATED PARTICIPATION, 
OF FOURTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS 


Boys Girls 
Group Headings Items % Items % 
I. Sports Swimming 62.7 Swimming 58 04 
IIe Riding In a car 61.9 Ina car 6462 
III. Hobbies Drewing 65.9 Drawing 74.5 
IV. Outdoor Play Running 65.9 Running 60 6 
V. Indoor Play Card games 40.5 Playing with dolls 53.3 
VI. Community 
Activities Cub Scouts 39-7 Brownies 52.8 
VII. Listening 
Activities To the radio 73.0 To the radio 70 9 
VIII. Church Going to Sunday Going to Sunday 
School 71.4 School 84.7 
IX. Collections Stamps Movie star 
Movie star pictures 26.2 pictures 228 
X. Trips and 
Visits Visiting the beach &.0 Visiting friends 46.7 
XI. Creative 
Activities Painting 39.7 Painting 435.1 
XII. Anti-social Teasing girls Teasing girls, 
Relationships scaring and annoy- scaring and annoy- 
ing $3.3 ing 28.5 
XIII. Nature Hearing and Hearing and 
watching birds 31.0 watching birds 28.5 
XIV. School Helping in School 23.0 Helping in School 27.7 
XV. Social 
Relationships Earning money 45.2 Earning money 29 09 
XVI. Reading The funnies 70.6 The funnies 71.5 
XVII. Miscellaneous Going to the Going to the 
movies 52-4 movies 43.8 
XVIII. After School 
end Home 
Activities Studying 59.5 Helping mother 59 69 
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Table IX shows the most popular activity of each of the eighteen 
groups for boys and girls separately. 

It cen be seen that swimming is the most popular sport for both 
boys and girls; that riding in a car is participated in by both; that draw- 
ing is the most popular hobby for both; and that running is the favorite 
form of outdoor play for both. Listening to thse radio has the highest per 
cent of participation by boys of any activity on the list. Going to Sunday 
School has the second highest per cent of participation by boys and reading 
the funnies has the third highest per cent. 

Going to Sunday School has the highest per cent of participation by 
girls of any activity on the list. Drawing is second in popularity and 
reading the funnies is third. Listening to the radio is in fourth place 


with the girls. 


The Master Chart of the most popular activities of fourth grade 
children, as judged by stated preference in each of the economic groups, 


follows. 
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Higher Economic Average Economic Lower Economic 
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SSS SS ee 

Boys Boys Boys 
Items % Items % Items Io 
1. Swimming 87.8 1. Swimming 87.8 1. Swimming 932 
2. Riding a bicycle 85.4 2. Riding a bicycle 85.4 2. Bowling 88.6 
3. Reading the 3. Running 85.4 3%. Listening to 
funnies 85.4 4. Snowball fights 82.9 the radio 86.4 
4. Going to the 5. Listening to 4, Climbing trees 86.4 
movies 85.4 the radio 82.9 5. Riding a 
5- Listening to the 6. Reading the bicycle 84.1 
radio 82.9 funnies 80.5 6+. Visiting the 
6. Visiting the teach 82.9 7. Football 78.0 beach 84.1 
7. Going on picnics 82.9 8. Just playing 7. Earning money 84.1 
8. Painting 80.5 catch 78.0 8. Reading the 
9. Earning money 80.5 9. Earning money 78.0 funnies 84.1 
10. Belonging to a 10. Riding a horse 75.6 9. Going on pic- 
teen 80.5 11. Railroads 75.6 nics 84.1 
ll. Reading adven- 12. Playing with 10. Listening to 
ture stories 80.5 animals 75.6 comedians 81.8 
12. Playing with 13. Coasting with 11. Listening to 
animal s 78.0 sled 75.6 stories 81.8 
13. Snowball fights 78.0 14. Climbing trees 75.6 12. Reading adven- 
14. Card games 78.0 15. Reading jokes 75.6 ture stories 81.8 
15. Going to the zoo 78.0 16. Listening to 13. Watching men 
16. Visiting friends 78.0 stories 75.6 like painters, 
17. Celebrating 17. Visiting his- carpenters at 
holidays 78.0 torical places 75.6 work 81.8 
18. Reading sea 18. Helping father 75.6 14. Hide and seek 79.5 
stories 78.0 19. Fishing 735.2 15. Coasting with 
19. Reading jokes 75.6 20. Baseball 7302 sled 79 65 
20. Modeling with 16. Going to the 2079.5 
clay, etc. 756 17. Visitz, friends79.5 
18. Peinting 795 
19. Celebrating 
} holidays 79.5 
‘ 20. Reading Fairy 
stories 79.6 
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Table X was derived from Master Chart II. The column marked Boys 
in each of the three economic groups was checked to discover the twenty 
activities or interests that had the highest per cent of preference by the 
boys 

Swimming has the highest preference per cent for all three economic 
groups. Riding a bicycle seems to be preferred by all boys in all groups. 
Reading the funnies has about the same per cent in all three groups. Other 
reading materials, such as adventure and sea stories, are preferred by the 
higher economic group. Adventure and fairy stories are preferred by the 
lower economic groupe Listening to the radio is high in preference for all 
groups of boys. Card games are preferred by the higher economic group and 
not by the others. Going to Sunday School is not preferred by any of the 


boys in any of the three groups. 
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TABLE XI 


THE TWENTY MOST POPULAR ACTIVITIES, AS JUDGED BY STATED PREFERENCE, 


Higher Economic 
_ Background 


Girls 
Items I 
Swimming 95.1 
Reading jokes 95.1 
Card games 92.7 
Visiting the 
beach 92.7 


Riding a bicycle 90.2 
Roller skating 90.2 
Coasting with 

sled 90 2 
Going to the mo 90.2 


Buying presents 

for others 90.2 
Reading the 

funnies 90.2 


Going on pimics 90.2 
Hide and seek 87.8 
Visiting friends 87.8 
Reading fairy 
stories 87.8 
Reading magazines 85.4 


Playing in sand, 
snow 85.4 
Playing with 

animals 85.4 
Playing with 

dolls 85.4 
Celebrating 
holidays 85.4 
Going shopping 85.4 


OF THE THREE ECONOMIC GROUPS 


19. 


20. 


FOURTH GRADE GIRLS 


————_ 


Average Economic 


Background 


Girls 
Items % 
Swimming 98.1 
Riding a bicycle96.3 
Visiting the 
beach 96.3 
Roller skating 94.4 
Reading the 
funnies 94.4 
Reading jokes 87.0 


Going on picnics 94.4 
Jumping rope 90.7 
Listening to the 
radio 
Raising flowers 
and plents 
Going to Sunday 
School 90.7 
Going to the mo 90.7 
Taking part in 


90.7 


90.7 


plays 90.7 
Buying presents 

for others 90.7 
Listening to 

stories 88.9 
Reading fairy 
stories 88.9 
Celebrating 
holidays 88.9 
Tag 87 .0 
Playing with 

animals 


Visiting friend 87.0 


14. 


15. 


17 


19. 


20 


Lower Economie 


Background 


Girls 


Items % 
Reading jokes 97.6 
Swimming 92.9 
Jumping rope 92.9 
Visiting frienis 92.9 


Visiting the 


beach 90.56 
Celebrating 

holidays 90.5 
Reading the 

funnies 90.5 
Buying presents 

for others 88.1 
Playing with 

pet kittens 85.7 
Listening to the 
radio 85.7 
Listening to 

music 857 
Going to the z0085.7 
Painting 85.7 
Reading fairy 
stories 85.7 
Going on pic- 

nics 85.7 
Riding a pony 83.3 
Riding a 

bicycle 83.3 
Drawing 83.3 
Going to Sunday 
School 83.3 
Choosing your 

own clothes 83.35 
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Table XI was derived from Master Chart II. The column marked Girls 
in each of the three economic groups was checked to discover the twenty 
activities or interests that had the highest per cent of preference by the 
girlse 

Swimming appears to have the highest per cent of preference. Read-= 
ing jokes is an activity preferred by the higher economic group of girls and 
the lower economic girls, having the most popular renk with the latter. Ca 
games are again preferred only by the girls of the higher economic group. 
Sunday School is preferred by the average and lower economic groups but not 
by the higher economic group. Reading fairy stories and magazines are 
preferred by the girls of the higher economic group in addition to reading 
the funnies, which again has a high place of preference. Listening to the 
radio is enjoyed only by many of the average and lower economic background 
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TABLE XIT 


THE TWENTY MOST POPULAR ACTIVITIES, AS JUDGED BY STATED PREFERENCE, 
OF THE THREE ECONOMIC GROUPS 


SS ee 
Higher Economic 
Background 
== Ss ==. 
Total 
Items vA 
2. Reading the 
funnies 87.8 
3. Riding a bicycle 87.8 
4. Visiting the 
beach 87.8 
5. Going on pimics 86.6 
6. Going to the 
movies 86.6 
7. Card games 85.4 
8. Reading jokes 85.4 
9. Going to the mo 84.1 
10. Visiting frimds 82.9 
ll. Celebrating 
holidays 81.7 
12. Tag 80.5 
13. Hide and seek 80.5 
14. Listening to 
the radio 80.5 
15. Earning money 79.3 
16. Playing in sand, 
snow 78.0 
17. Listening to 
stories 78.0 
18. Painting 78.0 
19. Buying presents 
for others 78.0 
20. Listening to 
comedians 758 


FOURTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS 


ase 
= SSS a oe 


Average Economic 
Background 


Total 
Items % 
Swimming 93.7 
Riding a bicycle 91.6 
Reading the 
funnies 88.4 
Listening to 
the radio 87.4 
Reading jokes 86.3 
Visiting the 
beach 85.3 
Listening to 
stories 83.2 


Going on pimics 83.2 


Playing with 


animals 82.1 
Caring for pets 80.0 
Card games 80.0 
Just playing 

catch 78.9 
Painting 78.9 
Helping father 78.9 
Playing with 

pet dogs 77.9 
Helping in 

school 76.38 
Going to an 

assembly 76.8 
Drawing 76.8 
Tag 76.8 
Coasting with 

sled 76.8 


1. 
26 
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4. 


5e 


6. 
Te 
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10. 
ll. 


12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
19. 


20. 


eae 0 ee ee ee eee 
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Lower Economic 


Background aa 
a+ Total 
Items % 

Swimming 93.0 
Reading the 

funnies 87.2 
Reading jokes 87.2 
Visiting the 

beach 87.2 
Listening to 

the radio - 86.0 
Visiting friends 860 
Celebrating 
holidays 84.9 
Going on 

picnics 84.9 
Going to the 

z00 82.6 
Painting 82.6 
Buying presents 

for others 82.6 
Reading fairy 
stories 82.6 
Going to the 

movies 82.6 
Listening to 
comedians 81.4 
Listening to 
stories 81.4 
Earning money 80.2 
Drawing 791 
Hide and seek 79.1 
Playing with 

pet kittens 77.9 


Going to 
Sunday School 77.9 
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Table XII was derived from Master Chart II. The column marked Total 
in each of the three economic groups was checked to discover the twenty 
activities or interests that had the highest per cent of preference by 
both boys and girls. . 

Swimming is obviously the preferred activity of both boys and girls. 
Reading the funnies is high in all three economic groups. Riding a bicycle, 
very high in both the higher and average economic groups is not mentioned 
in the lower economic groupe This is due probably to economic reasonse 
Going to the movies is not popular at all in preference with the average 
economic groupe Reading jokes is high on the list of all three groups. 
Children in the lower economic group prefer to read fairy stories. Listen- 
ing to the radio, very high in preference with the average economic group, 
is next in rank to reading of the funnies, being closely followed by the 
reading of jokes. 

The preferences of the lower economic group are more numerous than 


those of either of the other two groups. 


tot been eiifoo en? 


; yivaews six sevooatbh eo 


Mag "oy, Vy fet 


yi sonetsierg to does tey Jeengid one Gar Sects i sends 10 


“ 


" eaixia bua eyod Mted te ytivitos beriotero sdt vrei eds ai anibambw® | cd 
“ if | 
_«efoyetd a eoibii «aquety olmenooe eetds [fa ah mid af woke? rat 7); 


ara 
benoitnem ton ei aquoty olaoncoe op eteve bua tedgtd ent ctod at En eS 


exoceot olsatrose ot vidadorg ovbh sl efaT .aiierg olmonooe’ xowol 7 


oxeteve oft dtivw oomereterg ct {ia te vaiugog ton sl selyom ent, oy 


r * . . - * 
«2crormn ewirt [ie to szefl oft ao iy td Bi ECAOTL anibse 


-cojell .seliote vrie? baer ot 1reterq avets ofmonoos sewol one ry port 
A 
\\ .Q@itotg olmonoos egateve oft dtiw eoneretera af. dyid yiev ,oliset Seay oF 


: q “Ss : 

oft yd bewollot ylecofo gated .eekaaut oft *to 4clbacy oF amet ot crea ef) 
erodof to yethaet | 

7 é 

ren SUCTISALN @wrIom erAe cre oroo0e rowol ody te neoneTtoterg ed? 7 Mite 


" an 
to tendtie to vont E 


__ a eee Eee 


19. 
20. 


Higher Economic 


Background 
Boys 
Items I 
Playing with 
dolls 24 
Paper dolls 7.3 
Playing nurse 7.35 


Collecting dolls9.8 
Playing house 12.2 
14.6 


Mud pies 
Playing Sunday 


School 14.6 
Collecting 

house picturesl4.6 
Knitting 17.1 
Playing school 17.1 
Playing the 

piano 19.5 
Bumming rides 19.5 
Dancing 19.5 
Dressing in 

older folks' 
clothing 19.5 
Old witch 22.0 
Singing ina 

choir 22.0 
Collecting 

insects 22.0 
Collecting 

knick kmacks 22.0 
Hop scotch 24.4 
Hop, skip and 

jump 244 
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Jacks 

Singing games 
Mud pies 
Playing school 
Rolling a hoop 
Offering to 


Dancing 

Old witch 
Writing stories 
Writing poems 


TABLE XIII 


FOURTH GRADE BOYS 


Average Economic 
Background 


Boys 


Items 


Playing with 


dolls 


2 
London bridge 7 
Playing house 7 
Paper dolls 9 
Knitting 
Hopscotch 
Playing nurse 
Collecting dolls 
Jumping rope 
Dressing in 


older folks' 
clothing 


recite 


12. 


13. 


17. 
18. 


THE TWENTY LEAST POPULAR ACTIVITIES, AS JUDGED BY STATED PREFERENCE, 
OF THE THREE ECONOMIC GROUPS 


Lower Economic 


Background 
Boys 
Items % 

Paper dolls 6.8 
Playing with 
dolls 6.8 
Collecting 

dolls 9.1 
Quoits 11.4 
Knitting 13.6 
Playing 

house 135.6 
Bumming rides 13.6 
Mud pies 15.9 
Playing 

nurse 15.9 


Sneaking into 
places where 
admission is 


charged 20 4 
London bridge 22.7 
Hop, skip 

and jump 25.0 
Playing Sun- 

day School 25.0 
Old witch 25.0 
Jacks 2725 
Jumping rope 27.5 
Hop scotch 27.3 
Throwing 

stones 2965 
Catching 

snakes 2925 
Borrowing and 

lending 

money 29.5 
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Table XIII was derived from Master Chart II. The column marked 
Boys in each of the three economic groups was checked to discover the 
twenty activities or interests that had the lowest per cents of preference 
by the boys. 

Playing with dolls,paper dolls, collecting dolls, playing nurse, 
playing house, making mud pies and knitting are all activities which obvious 
ly are not preferred by the boys. Simple games such as hop, skip and jump, 
old witch and singing games are no longer preferred. 

It can be noted that any kind of reading is not in the list of 


least preferred activities. 
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TABLE XIV 


THE TWENTY LEAST POPULAR ACTIVITIES, AS JUDGED BY STATED PREFERENCE, 
OF THE THREE ECONOMIC GROUPS 


Higher Economic 


FOURTH GRADE GIRLS 


Average Economic 


Lower Economic 


Background Background Background ¥ 
Girls Girls Girls 
Items Ip Items % Items % 
le Playing cowboys 7.3 1. Catching snakes 9.5 1. Making airplane 
2. Catching snakes 7.3 2- Quoits 1lel models 4.8 
3. Throwing stones 9.8 3. Bumming rides 13.0 2. Hockey Tel 
4. Riding in a soap 4. Teasing girls, 3. Fighting with 
box 122 scaring and others andgang 7.1 
5. Making airplane annoying 13.0 4. Catching snakes 7.1 
models 12.2 5. Playing around 5. Boxing 9.5 
6. Soccer 12.2 the streets 6. Riding in a soap 
7. Teasing girls, at night 13.0 box 11.9 
scaring and 6. Pinching little 7. G-Men 11.9 
annoying 12.2 things like 8. Archery 11.9 
8. G-Men 14.6 apples, candy 15.0 9. Quoits 14.3 
9. Playing I,dians 14.6 7. Boxing 14.8 10. Throwing stones 14.3 
10. Playing with 8. Hunting 16.7 11. Sneaking into 
bows and arrows14.6 9. Chemistry 16.7 places where 
11. Playing fire en- 10. Listening to admission is 
gine (hook and news 20 4 charged 14.3 
ladder 14.6 ll. Carrying out 12. Bumming rides 14.3 
12. Collecting fuel 20-4 13. Teasing girls 
insects 14.6 12. Making air- scaring and 
15. Bumming rides 14.6 plane models 22.2 annoying 1453 
14. Borrowing and 13. Riding in a 14. Playing around 
lending money 14.6 soap box 22 2 the streets 
15. Chemistry 17.1 14. Having a paper at night 14.3 
16. Archery 17.1 route 2202 15, Building a dam 16.7 
17. Fighting with 15. Playing fire 16. Chemistry 19.0 
others and gang 17.1 engine (hook 17. Railroads 19.0 
18. Having ® paper and ladder) 25-9 18, Mud pies 21.4 
route 17.1 16. Watching in- 19. Wrestling 21.4 
19. Football 19.5 sects 25.9 20, Making an 
20. Hunting 19.5 17. Carrying in aquarium 2104 
fuel 25.9 
18. Soccer 2728 
19. Throwing stones27.8 
20. Listening to 


reports of 
sporting events 27.8 
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Table XIV was derived from Master Chart II. The column marked 

Girls in each of the three economic groups was checked to discover the 
twenty activities or interests that had the lowest per cents of preference 
by the girls. 

Catching snakes is not preferred by the girls of any of the three 
groups. Making airplane models does not interest the girls of the higher 
economic group nor the lower economic group. Fighting with others and gang 
is definitely not preferred by the lower economic group of girls nor by the 
higher economic group. Girls in the fourth grade do not prefer to play 
around the streets at night. Possibly this is by order rather than by 

pure choice. Such activities as bumming rides, teasing girls, scaring 

and annoying, playing G-Men, playing hockey, boxing, and soccer are not 
activities of fourth grade girls. Reading is not included anywhere on the 


lists. 
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TABLE XV 


THE TWENTY LEAST POPULAR ACTIVITIES, AS JUDGED BY STATED PREFERENCE, 
OF THE THREE ECONOMIC GROUPS 


FOURTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS 


Higher Economic Average Economic Lower Eeonomic 
Background Background o Background 
Total Total Total 
Items % Items : 2 Items  % 
Camp fire girls 12.2 1. Boy Scouts 15.8 1. Quoits 12.8 
Bumming rides 17.1 2+ Quoits 18.9 2. Bumming rides 14.0 
Collecting $. Pinching little 3. Building a 
insects 18.3 things like dam 16.7 
Throwing stones 20.7 apples, candy 18.9 4. Sneaking into 
Mud pies 20.7 ‘4+ Girl Scouts 20 .0 pleces where 
Hockey 22.0 5. Bumming rides 20.0 admission is 
Taking after- 6. Cub scouts 22.0 charged L724 
noon naps 22.0 Te Camp fire girls 23562 5. Mud pies 18.6 
Borrowing and 8. Catching snakes 24.2 6. Catching 
lending money 23.2 9. Brownies 2523 snakes 18.6 
Playing fire 10. Listening to 7. Hockey 19.8 
engine (hook news 26.3 8. Fighting with 
and ladder) 23.2 11. Mud pies 2728 others and 
Riding in a 12. Fighting with gang 19.8 
soap box 24.4 others and 9. Soccer 21.4 
Making an gang 27.3 10. Throwing stmes22.1 
aquarium 24.4 13. Boxing 28.4 11. Pinching little 
Soccer 25.6 14. Sneaking into things like 
Girl Scouts 25.6 places where apples, candy 24.4 
Collecting admission is 12. Playing 
house pictures 25.6 charged 28.4 Indians 26.2 
Boy Scouts 26.8 15. Carrying out 13. Playing fire 
Carrying out fuel 28.4 engine (hook 
fuel 26.8 16. Taking after- and ladder) 26.2 
Pinching little noon naps 30.5 14. Boxing 26.7 
things like 17. Soccer 31.6 15. Riding in a 
apples, candy 28.0 18. Hunting 52.6 soap box 26.7 
Catching snakes 28.0 19. Hockey 32.6 16. Making an 
Polling a hoop 29.3 20. Playing fire aquarium 26.7 
Playing nurse 29.3 engine (hook 17. Girl Scouts 27.9 
and ladder) 32.6 18. G-Men 30.2 
19. Soccer 31.4 
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Table XV was derived from Master Chart II. The column marked Total 
in each of the three economic groups was checked to discover the twenty 
activities or interests that had the lowest per cents of boys and girls 
combined preferring the activities. 

Camp fire girls are not preferred by the higher or the average 
economic groups as a whole. Fourth graders in general are not ready for 
the Boy Scouts and the Girl Scouts. This explains the obvious lack of 
preference. Hockey and soccer are not fourth grade sports. Taking after- 
noon naps is not such a necessity any longer. 

As stated before, such activities as playing nurse, playing fire 
engine, making mud pies, rolling a hoop, and just throwing stones are 
obviously no longer on the preferred list of fourth grade activities. 


Reading is not included anywhere on the lists. 
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THE TWENTY MOST POPULAR ACTIVITIES 
OF FOURTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS, AS 
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TABLE XVI 


COMPARISON OF ACTIVITIES 
PARTICIPATION versus PREFERENCE 


JUDGED BY PARTICIPATION AND COM> 
PARED WITH PREFERENCE 


Partici- Prefer- 
pation 
y 4 


Items 


l. 


26 


Going to Sunday 
School 
Listening to the 
radio 
Reading the 
funnies 
Drawing 
Riding in a car 
Swimming 
Studying 
Helping mother 
Tag 
Listening to 
stories 
Running errands 
Riding a bicycle 
Going to church 
or synagogue 
Visiting the 
beach 
Listening to 
mystery stories 
Putting away 
play things 
Going to the 
movies 
Listening to 
music 
Playing with 
animels 
Hide and seek 


47.1 
46.8 


ence 
fe 

7161 

84.8 


87.8 
74.9 


Partici- Prefer 
pation 


Items % 


le 
26 
3 


Quoits 4.9 
Bumming rides 4.9 
Boy Scouts 507 
Pinching little 
things like apples, 
candy 6.5 
Visiting flower shows, 
food, poultry, auto 
shows 6.5 
Chemistry 6.8 
Mud pies 6.9 
Taking afternoon naps 6.9 
Arrenging a bulletin 
board 72 
Raising rabbits 72 
Riding in a soap box 7.6 
Sneaking into places 
where admission is 
charged 7 
Collecting insects 8. 
Making puppets 8 
Fighting with others 
and gang 8 
Riding a pony 8. 
Borrowing and lending 
money 8.7 
Rolling a hoop 91 
Walking on stilts 9.1 


THE TWENTY LEAST POPULAR ACTIVITIES 
OF FOURTH GRADE BOYS AND GIRLS, AS 
JUDGED BY PARTICIPATION AND COM- 

PARED WITH PREFERENCE 


ence 


21.7 
17.1 
28.5 
35.7 


2526 


525 
40.7 
224 
27.0 
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Table XVI is derived from Master Charts I and II, making a comparison 
between participation and preference of the twenty most popular activities 
of all boys and girls, regardless of economic grouping and a comparison 
between participation and preference of the twenty least popular activities 
of all boys and girls, regardless of economic grouping. 

As can be noted, the differences between participation and preference 
are not significant in the twenty most popular activities with the possible 
exception of swimming, listening to stories, visiting the beach, going to 
the movies, playing with animals and hide and seek. 

In the list of least popular activities, the differences between 
participation and preference are a little higher. Such an activity as 


raising rabbits is participated in by 7.2 per cent of all boys and girls. 


However, the same activity is preferred by 51.7 per cent. Economic reasons 
probably cause this difference. Riding a pony can be compared in the same 
way. Participation is 8.4 per cent and preference 76.0 per cent. 


Reading is not included in the least popular lists anywhere. 


Tables XVII - XX follow with an analysis of participation according 
to sex, economic background and age. The case numbers are not too numerous, 
beceuse it was difficult to match the intelligence quotients so that they 
would be twenty points apart. The chronological ages were kept as constant 


as possible. 
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TABLE XVII 


ANALYSIS OF PARTICIPATION, ACCORDING TO SEX, ECONOMIC BACKGROUND AND AGE 
16 FOURTH GRADE BOYS OF HIGHER ECONOMIC BACKGROUND 


Lower Intelligence Quotients Higher Intelligence Quotients | 
Ego mic Number. Egon mic umber, 
= Partici- artici- 


10. M H 9-11 8-1 82 7 78 M H 9-11 9-2 108 24 
45 WM H 9- 3 8-3 89 81 6 M H 9- 0 9-10 109 41 
42  M H 9- 8 7-10 81 130 84 M H 9-9 9-1 107 109 
81 M H 8-10 &ll 99 16 46 M H 8- 7103 119 71 
49 M H 1ll=- 310-9 96 59 72 M H ll- 49-5 120 58 
55 M H 9- 3 8-7 93 137 50 M H 9- 210-5 114 i? 
5 M H 9- 6 7-8 81 56 74 M H 9=- 7 8-9 110 75 
75 M H 8-10 10-1 88 22 5.1 M H 8- 6 9-8 114 46 

Average C.A. 9-7 Average C.A. 9-6 

Average MeAe 8-9 Average M.Ae. 9-7 

Average number of Average number of 

participations 64 participations 55 


The average C.A. for the group of eight fourth grade boys of a 
higher economic background with normal and below normal intelligence quotie 
is nine years, seven months (9-7) and the average M.A. for the same group 
is eight years, nine months (8-9) with the number of participations averag- 
ing sixty four. 


The average C.A. for the group of eight fourth grade boys of a 
higher economic background with normal and above normal intelligence 
quotients is nine years, six months (9-6) and the average M.A. for the 
same group is nine years, seven months (9-7) with the number of participa- 
tions averaging fifty-five. 


There was no significant difference in participation between the 
two groups when sex, economic background and age were considered. 


ac ack- 
No. Sex ground C.A. M.A. IQ. pations No. Sex ground CeA-e MeA. I-Qe- pations 
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TABLE XVIII 


ANALYSIS OF PARTICIPATION, ACCORDING TO SEX, ECONOMIC BACKGROUND AND AGE 
20 FOURTH GRADE GIRLS OF HIGHER ECONOMIC BACKGROUND 


Lower Intelligence Quotients Higher Intelligence Quotients 
Economic Number conomic ber 
Back Partici- Back Partici- 


Noe Sex ground CeAe MeAe 


40 F H 9-1 7-S 85 15 s8 OF H 9-1 10-2 112 65 
34 =F H 8-D 7-2 81 118 25 F H 8-9 9-3 106 49 
Sf. FE H 9-3 9-6 97 124 36 =F H 9-6 11-3 118 1% 
68 F H 8-§ 10-5 84 & $3 =F H 8-9 10-8 122 55 
2l sF H 9-8 8-2 84 35 27. CF H 9-6 10-4 109 25 
60 F H 8-4 8-8 96 40 so. F H 8-5 9-10 117 29 
oL. F H 9-0 9-4 104 £56 20 =F H 9-0 11-5 127 18 
sv. 6F H 9-4 9-3 99 4 ide H 9-1 11-0 121 35 
is =F H 9-8 8-5 85 21 EL i> ¥ H 9-9 10-6 108 66 
62 F H 925 9-2 103 32 LS. Ff H 9-5 11-9 125 31 
Average CoAe 9-2 Average CoA. 8-9 

Average M.-A. 8-9 Average MA. 10-8 

Average number of Average number of 

participations 48 participations 39 


The average CA. for the group of ten fourth grade girls of a higher 
economic background with normal and below normal intelligence quotients is 
nine years, two months (9-2) and the average M.A. for the same group is 
eight years, nine months (8-9) with the number of participations averaging 
forty-eight. 


The average C.A. for the group of ten fourth grade girls of a higher 
economic background with normal and above normal intelligence quotients is 
eight years, nine months (8-9) and the average M.A. for the same group is 
ten years, eight months (10-8) with the number of participations averaging 
thirty-nine. 


There is no significent difference between the two groups in partici- 
pation. 
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TABLE XIX 


ANALYSIS OF PARTICIPATION, ACCORDING TO SEX, ECONOMIC BACKGROUND AND AGE 
16 FOURTH GRADE BOYS OF LOWER ECONOMIC BACKGROUND 


Lower TeveLaaeenee Quotients Higher Intelligence Quotients 
Economic Number Economic Number 
Back Partici- Back Partici- 
No. Sex ground C.A. MeA. IeQepations No. Sex ground C.A. MeA. I-Q- pations 


265 M UL 9-6 7-5 78 50 196 M L 9-6 9-9 103 41 
256 M L. 899 7-8 88 53 203 M L 8-9 9-6 109 21 
229 M L 9-4 8-1 87 76 253 M L 9-4 H4 111 36 
194 M L 9-3 7-10 85 32 201 M L 9-1 9-7 106 33 
234 M L 9-5 7-ll 84 21 225 M L 9-8 10-3 106 26 
259 M L 9-1 8-1 89 40 197 M L 950 9-10 109 13 
196 M L 9-2 8-6 93 52 262 M L 9-6 10-11 115 66 
252 M L 8-9 8895 93 57 257 M L 8-8 10-0 115 78 
Average CoA 8-9 Average CoA. 9-2 
Average MeA. 8-0 Average MeA- 10-0 
Average number of Average number of 
participations 48 participations 39 


The average C.A- for the group of eight fourth grade boys of a lower 
economic background with normal and below normal intelligence quotients is 
eight years, nine months (8-9) and the average M.A. for the same group is 
eight years (8-0) with the number of participations averaging forty-eight. | 


The average C.A. for the group of eight fourth grade boys of a 
lower economic background with normal end above normal intelligence quotien 
is nine years, two months (9-2) and the average M.A. for the same group is 
ten years (10-0) with the number of participations averaging thirty-nine. 


There, again, is no significant difference between the two groups 
in participation. 


=o 


“coc muy! 

-~loLlirat axoek =ietinsT ) 

» ettoitad eDal «Act tAsO haves xed . olf. anole: 
retest eer 


is éQl = dev uM. .beL 0G 
[Ss COL. be. ab al Kx 803 & 
0% fil ~a <8 I wm 26s a 
8 of Yae I-G SS 8 fOS g 
es eof s-Of 6- a Me oS i 
‘ & eof ci-h Oat I yw Yel 
AA Bfl [Gi 3<8 Jl i Ses y 
ey aig UkOLF b- m vas vi 
= ele eyereTs 
~(Ol ee SUF TOVA O=-8 Py 


or cee 
al 
2 
ow 
pti 


aA (MA CHOGHDHOAE OritoM Oo" ee, OP pata 


QUUCHOEOAS OLMONOOE ABWOT hd orcs 


SESS SS = ae ee eae 
atime lyon boheme tierra “tet 
od womtood 


od 


"eduuwh 


SAT EE OMENS ce souvent tat errsse: 


*a tear oveteva to tedaun. 
86 enottegtolsxac 6h snokteqi 


n vod « idgte to quets otf tot «hed pacts Fy: | 
stmettovo eorestifetdnt Lasron woled tice Lamnen doin bavetpisad: pin oone 
} que ome ae Ot eAs Ore 1CVS OCT HUE (e~o y cite | ecia «ot saoy a1. 
t yetuetave cuuttegtotdwac Yo rem ot didi, (0-8) erecy tite 


. eet 


La 

to ayod ehaty dtiuot trske to quoty edt tot shed egateva eet 4 
wo eon Pi tot farron ovroda boa Laator «iw Et hae & toad «lmarooa awol 
: ay id bem (S-@) odidcom cot? ,etaey etia ek 


Vi is ecw ie oe _ » . p « otf astt eps Ad? “a (0+ i) stney fret ; ines 
f } 
a 
:- ows oi ecawretiib dneoftiow ie om ef .ulay , erent 2 hs a 
sroitactoisw, ni 


122 


TABLE XX 


ANALYSIS OF PARTICIPATION, ACCORDING TO SEX, ECONOMIC BACKGROUND AND AGE 
20 FOURTH GRADE GIRLS OF LOWER ECONOMIC BACKGROUND 


Lower Intelligence Quotients ~ Highe: r Intelli; zence > Quotients 
Economic Number Economic Number 
Back Partici- Back Partici- 


Ho 5¢ Bex gro round d CeA- } MeAs | I.Q. pations No. Sex ground CeA. } Ceofe Mohs iE 1eQe pations _ 


SC 


181 F L 8-8 7-ll 91 81 248 F L 8-8 10-1 116 33 
188 F L 9-6 8-3 87 58 208 F L 9-6 10-6 111 6 
206 F L 8-9 8-2 93 5 207 F L 8-9 10-2 116 2 
220 F L 8-7 7-11 92 10 212 F L 8-7 9-9 114 19 
186 F L 9-3 8-6 92 49 214 F L 9-3 11-0 119 18 
180 F L 9-3 7-5 80 70 209 F L 9-5 9-4 101 89 
242 F L 9-2 8-4 91 34 183 F L Sll 911111 32 
190 F L 10-5 9-8 93 69 218 F  L 10-8 13-8 128 41 
243 F L 9-11 8-6 86 61 184 F L 9-7 10-4 108 39 
185 F L 9-5 8-1 86 14 241 F L 9-9 11-4 116 59 
Average CoA. 9-4 Average CoA. 9-4 

Average MeA- 8-3 Average MeA. 9-6 

Average number of Average number of 

participations 45 participations 34 


The average C.A. for the group of ten fourth grade girls of a lower 
economic background with normal and below normal intelligence quotients is 
nine years, four months (9-4) and the average M.A. for the same group is 
eight years, three months (8-3) with the number of participations averaging 
forty-five. 


The average C.A. for the group of ten fourth grade girls of a lower 
economic background with normal and above normal intelligence quotients is 
nine years, four months (9-4) and the average M.A. for the same group is 
nine years, six months (9-6) with the number of participations averaging 
thirty-four. 


The average chronological ages were the same for both groups. The 
difference in the number of participations was greater here than in the 
other economic and sex groups, being in favor of the below normal group, 
but still not large enough to be significant. 
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CHAPTER V 


SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, 


EVALUATION AND LIMITATIONS 
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SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, EVALUATION AND LIMITATIONS 


SUMMARY 


This thesis has presented one teacher's method of discovering fourth 
grade pupil interest by means of the interest inventory. The study has 


divided itself into five sections: first, a discussion of the purpose and 


"significance of the study; second, a review of the research on children's 
interests; third, the presentation of the interest inventory; fourth, the 


data collected from it; and fifth, the summary chapter with the conclusions, | 
evaluation and limitations. The bibliography is classified under the 
following headings: books, periodical literature and publications of 


learned organizations. 


The appendix contains the sample of Interest Inventory Number One 


and the list of sources used in preparing the revised inventory, Interest 
Inventory Number Two. 


CONCLUS IONS 


The conclusions given here are general and specific. The general 
conclusions are those which come directly from the research on children's 
|interests, pertinent to the study. The specific conclusions are those 
which are drawn by the student from her study. 

General Conclusions: 

le _ Teachers should know the interests of their pupils. 


2- The method of discovering interests should not be too time- 


consuminge 


— me a 


Se Many of the children's interests are of a poor quality and are 
few in number because the children have no knowledge of better ones. - 

4. Teachers must remember that many interests are often only 
temporary. Therefore, vabioved of interests of young children are not too 
reliable. 

5e Each person should develop a hobby in order to enjoy his leisure 
hours more fully. 

6. Interest may be an indicator of possible achievement. 

7- Discovering interest may have value in vocational guidance and 
in giving assignments suited to individual interests. 

8. The number and kind of play activities a child has may give a 


picture of the child's sociability. 


9. In schools of contrasting environments, the similarities of the 
play activities are more conspicuous than their differences. 


10. Environment seems to have an effect on the after school activities 


of the children. 

ll. The types of play vary with environment. 

12. Sex differences in all kinds of sports have perhaps been reduced 
by the effect of environment and training. 

13. There is a significant relationship between the socio-economic 
rating of the home and the reading material found there. 

14. Interest varies with the degree of intelligence. 

15. Group differences in interest, considered in relation to intel- 
ligence, sex, race and grade are unimportant in comparison with person to 


person differences. 
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16. Groups with widely varying intelligence quotients appear to 
differ in the kind of play activities in which they participate but not in 


the number of activities. Individual differences, however, are significant. 


17. Reading books are best liked by gifted boys and girls. 

18. Gifted children tend to avoid certain kinds of active, physical 
play. 

19. The kind or amount of play in which a person will participate 
cannot be predicted from a person's intelligence. The reverse is also true. 


20. Children of very superior intelligence have a greater variety 


of hobbies than children of inferior intelligence. 
21. A child without any hobby is very often apt to be a girl or boy 
of lower than average intelligence. 
22. Play activities have the shortest grade spans, very often reach- 
ing their highest participation by grade four. 
Specific Conclusions: 
1. Outdoor play is the most popular activity for both boys and 
girls in the fourth grade and running is the favorite fom of outdoor play. 
2. Swimming is the most popular sport for both boys and girls of 
fourth grade. It shows its greatest popularity in the higher and lower 
economic groupse 
S$. After school and home activities are most popular with the girls. 
Perhaps this is because of necessity, rather than choice, as many of the 
items listed are chores. The same grouping occupies second place with the 
boyse 


4. Reading, as a whole, is third in popularity with the boys end 
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fourth with the girls. Reading the funnies has the third highest per cent 
of participation by both boys and girls. This item is also high on the 

list of favored reading by both boys and girls in all three economic groups. 
The reading of jokes is included in the twenty most popular activities of 
the average economic group of boys. Newspapers are read by the lower 
economic group of boyse Over half of the girls in the higher economic 

group read newspapers and magazines. Less than half of the girls read 
newspapers in the lower economic group. 

5. Listening activities are next in popularity to reading, espec- 
ially listening to the radio which is the most popular activity of fourth 
grade boyse The greatest per cent of participation is in the average 
economic group with the lower economic group almost as high. 

6. There appears to be a lack of interest in hobbies and community 
activities. Drawing is the one hobby which is popular with both boys and 
girls in all three economic groups. Other hobbies should be encouraged. 
Not very many fourth grade boys and girls belong to such community organi- 
zations as the Cubs and Brownies. 

7. Going to Sunday School has the highest per cent of participation 
by fourth grade girls of any activity on the list and has top ranking in 
all three economic groups. It is second in popularity with fourth grade 
boys in general. The greatest per cents of participation by boys are to be 
found in the average and lower economic groups. 

8. There does not seem to be any significant difference between the 
most popular activity of the eighteen group activities, participated in by 


the boys of all three economic groups and the most popular activity of the 


d26 


eighteen group activities, participated in by the girls of the three 
economic groups. 


9. Card games are listed in the higher and average economic groups. 


Imitation of adult forms of behavior perhaps accounts for this. The term 
‘card games' is very broad, however, and may include even card games of a 
religious nature. Perhaps it was too ambiguous a term to be used, if a 


distinction is required. 


10. The least popular activities of fourth grade boys and girls, 
regardless of economic grouping, as judged by participation are as follows: 
the making of mud pies; playing fire engine; quoits; riding in a soap box; 
riding in an airplane; riding a pony; throwing stones; playing nurse; col- 
lecting paper dolls; knitting; playing with dolls and paper dolls; playing 
school; playing Sunday School; playing house; hunting; boxing; catching 
snakes; collecting insects; archery and canoeing. Probably such items as 
riding in an airplane; riding a pony; the game of quoits; archery and canoe=- 
ing are not popular because of economic reasons and because fourth grade 
children are not ready to participate in them. 

ll. There is no significant difference between participation and 


preference in any of the activities and interests of the three economic 


In the lower economic group the boys prefer adventure and fairy stories. 
Card games are preferred only by the boys of the higher economic group. 


It is interesting to note that going to Sunday School is not preferred by 


any boys of any groupe 


Zroups« 
As for reading, boys of the higher economic background group 
prefer adventure and sea stories, in addition to the reading of funnies. 


Only girls of the higher economic group prefer card games. 


Sunday School is preferred only by the average and lower economic groups of 
girls. Fairy stories and magazine reading are preferred by the girls of 
the higher economic group, in addition to the reading of funnies. The read- 
ing of fairy stories is also preferred by many average and lower economic 
background groups of girls. 

12. The differences between participation and preference of the twe 
least popular activities were a little higher, probably due to economic 
reasons. 

13. Group differences in interest with respect to intelligence, 
sex, economic background and age appear to be unimportant. The differences 


are significant only in person to person comparisons. 
EVALUATION AND LIMITATIONS 


If this study is of no other velue, it has at least given the 
student a better understanding of fourth grade interests and activities. 
The study has furthermore impressed upon the student the fact that each 
boy and girl is a separate individual, who has likes and dislikes. The 
interests of many children are not as worthwhile as they might be and are . 
often very meager. Quality of interest, however, is more important in the 
student's opinion, than quantity. 

Two implications, then, for any school to follow are stated by 
Hockett? who said that the major duty of the school is to surround children 


with the kinds of influences that lead to the development of certain 


tsonn A. Hockett, "Children's Interests and the Educational Program," 
Children's Interests - Elementary School Level. Twelfth Yearbook of the 


ifornia Elementary School Principals’ Association, 12:4, May, 1940. 


interests rather than others and to make sure that the organization and 
operation of the school actually does foster and strengthen the kinds of 
interests that the school believes in. 

It is interesting to add to this statement nebo +a? conclusion, that 


the school must focus its attention to the culture patterns of the group 


as well as to the individual if it is to understand the nature and function- 
ing of interests. 

Rothney” stated that no satisfactory criteria have been developed 
by which the selection of interest inventory items may be made. Because of 
this, the student probably used too many items and yet too many of the items 
could not be left out in order to have as wide a range of interests as pos- 
sible. Further revision and experimentation with the interest inventory 
would help. 

It must be remembered that Witty® said that there probably are 
discrepancies between the actual performance of an interest and the child's 


report of it. The student has no way of knowing this either. 


ee 


I Eving Re Melbo, “A Review of the Literature on Children's Interests, 
Children's Interests - Elementary School Level. Twelfth Yearbook of the 
California Elementary School Principals’ Association, 12:22, May, 1940. 


ag W. Me Rothney, “Interests of Public Secondary-School Boys," 
The Journal of Education, 28:565, November, 1937. 


Spaul Witty, "Some Recent Research in Ghild Development," Childhood 
Education, 19: 399, May, 1943. 


Abt, Mendenhall and Partridge? concluded from a survey of interests 
which they conducted smong the Scouts and non=-Scouts of New York City that 
the simple questionnaire method of measuring adolescent interests is weak. 

They” continued by saying, "It is our plan to relate adolescent boy 
interests to actual life situations, which boys may reasonably encounter, 
by means of short, well-written paragraphs in story form, describing various 
adolescent activities and relationships." 

This perhaps could apply to the interest inventory presented in this 
study. 

The Research Committee” of the National Vocational Guidance Associa-= 
tion has asked the following question which is thought provoking and which 
the student will not attempt to solve: “Why not study the nature, direction 

and power of a boy's interests, not by asking him whether he likes or dis- | 

likes aviation but by determining his actual behavior when face to face with 


authentic alternative opportunities under controlled conditions?" | 


lawrence E. Abt, Paul Menderfall, and E. D. Partridge, “The Interests 
of Scouts and Non-Scouts," The Journal of Educational Sociology, 14:178, 
November, 1940. 


“idly, Pe 182. 


3 
"The Outlook in the Measurement of Interests," The Personnel Journal 
9:176, August, 1930. \ 
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| CHILDREN'S INTERESTS 


TAKE PART IN 


At least 
once In 


~ APPENDIX A. INTEREST INVENTORY, NUMBER ONE 
INTEREST IN 


| Daily @ week Season a month Never L I D | 


Going to bed 
Sneaking into places 
where admission is 

charged 
Washing dishes 
Earning money 
| Collecting charms 
Card games 

Listening to news 
Boxing 

Taking a bath 
Campfire girls 
| Bowling 
| Sailing 
| Weaving 
| Reading short stories 
Playing in an 

| orchestra 
| Statuary 
| Reading sea stories 
Like to help 
Crocheting 

Keeping pets like 

| fish, pigeons, 

| dogs, cats 


Imaginary playmates 
| Drawing 

‘Reading the funnies 
Playing with toys 
Riding a soap box 
(Climbing trees 
Iron 

Listening to church 
- services on the 

_ radio 

Pull weeds 
‘Visiting public 
buildings 

| Ping-pong 

| Eating 
Celebrating holidays 
“Jumping rope 
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| CHILDREN'S INTERESTS (cont +) € PART IN INTEREST IN 
| At least At least 
once In once 


Daily @ week Season a month Never L I D 
“Taking afternoon naps 
Cleaning teeth 

Feed chickens 
‘Writing stories 
Doing crossword 

| puzzles 

| Studying the stars 
Making science 


experiments 


Playing the piano 
Help father 
Canoeing 

Go after washing 


Collecting stamps 
‘Reading jokes 
“Taking care of baby 


| 


‘Playing make-believe 

games 

Listening to concerts 

‘Borrowing and lending 
money 

‘Tennis 

Hiking 

Helping in school 

Catching snakes 

‘Studying 

Bumming rides 

Camping 

Listening to the 
radio 

Club parties 

Riding in a car 

Arranging furniture 


‘Writing poems 


i 
| 
| 


Going to church or 


synagogue 
Playing musical 
instruments 
Soccer 
Visiting a fire 
station 
Cub scouts 


| Draw 


«bal 
& * 
- 


| 


I 
I} 
| 


ee = — — ——s 


la 


aa 


| 
} 
| 
| 


Be a leader 
Reading magazines 
Listening to weather 
| broadcasts 
Taking part in plays 
|Playing with pet 
_ kittens 
Collecting autographs 
Reading myths 
Spinning tops 
Washing hands and face 
| Basketball 
Baseball 
Visiting museums 
Croquet 
Coasting with sled 
| School parties 
Collecting kmnickknacks 
Cutting paper things 
| with scissors 
Just imagining things 
| Swimming 
Taking care of brothers 
end sisters 
Metalwork 
Caring for pets 
Peel potatoes 
Fighting with others 
and gang 
Doing stunts 
Reading newspapers 
Hop, skip and jump 
Clean house 
Hang up clothes 
Hearing and watching 
birds 
Raiding the ice box 
Going to school 
Playing Indiens 
Collecting coins 
Offering to recite 
Reading books about 
| scientists 


CHILDREN'S INTERESTS (cont.) 


TAKE PART IN INTEREST i 
At least 
once In 
Daily a week Season a month Never Ll 1 
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CHILDREN'S INTERESTS (eont.) TAKE PART IN INTEREST IN 
| At least At least 

) once In once 
! Daily a week Season a month Never _L I D 


Recognizing flowers 
Reading nature stories 
Cardboard construction 
Wrestling 
Throwing stones 
Just playing catch 
Cut wood i 
|Reciting in class 
‘Making a serapbook 
Reading the Bible | 
Arranging a bulletin | 
| board | 
Taking pictures 
‘Listening to comedians 
Golf 
“Movie star pictures | 
‘Watching wild animals | 
Looking at boats and 
boat models 
Riding a bicycle 
Collecting pennies 
‘Hopscotch 
Listening to murder 
_ stories 
‘Track 
‘Going to prayer 
_ meeting 
Basketry | 
Going to an assembly 
Making a garden 
Riding a horse 
‘Pussy wants a corner 
Girl scouts 
‘Cops and robbers 
‘Hide and seek | 
Knowing the name of 
- any auto on the | 
road 
p ‘Hockey 

Go after milk | 
“Monopoly | 
Going shopping 
Mending 
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CHILDREN'S INTERESTS (cont.) TAKE PART IN 


ES eS See 


once In once 


| Pool 

| Building a dam 
Shooting a gun 
Pick greens 
Visiting historical 

_ places (battlefields, 
monuments) 

Chess 

Sweep floor 

Carrying in fuel 
Use electric sweeper 
Watching men like 

| painters and car- 
penters at work 
Put gway playthings 

| Rowing 

Reading biography 
Belonging to a team 

| Discussing things 
Pack lunch 

| Night work 

Riding a pony 
Reading fairy stories 
Reading adventure 

| stories 

Playing with bows and 
‘arrows 

Listening to mystery 
_ stories 

| Reading travel stories 
Listening to reports 
_ of sporting events 


| Fishing 

| Reading mystery 

| stories 

Mow golf course 
Flying kites 
(Visiting the beach 
|Going on picnics 
“Making or using a wire- 
less or other elec- 
| trical apparatus 
Dressing in older 

| folk's clothing 


At least At least 


INTEREST IN 


Daily a week Season a month Never L I D 1 


%, 
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| CHILDREN'S INTERESTS (cont.) 


| Collecting shells 
| Snowball fights 


Work in people's 
houses 


| Quoits 
| Riding a wagon 
| Railroads 


Old witch-playing 
Dust 


| Making wooden things 


like dog houses 


| De odd jobs 
Rolling a hoop 


Sleeping late 
Paper dolls 


Collecting dolls 

Using or making maps 

Collecting house 
pictures 

Playing school 

Playing with animals 


Making talks 


| Walking on stilts 
Drop the handkerchief 
| Football 

Playing in send, srw 


Taking tests 


| Have paper route 


Playing fire engine 
(hook and ladder) 


| Clean bedroom 
| Playing cowboy 


G=nien 
Class parties 


Cooking 


Checkers 


Visiting friends 


Clean yard 


Dancing 


Collecting flowers 


| Hunting 
| Boy scouts 


Setting table 


p « PART IN 
At least 
once In 


At least 
once 


INTEREST IN 
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CHILDREN'S INTERESTS (cont.) 


Wash clothes 

Singing games 

| Operettas 

| Jigsaw puzzles 

Going to Sunday Schoal 

Skating 

Riding in an airplane 

Repairing mechanical 
things 

Raising flowers and 

plants 

Making en aquarium 

Tag 

_ Jacks 

Building or watch- 
ing bonfires 

Solving puzzles 

Playing nurse 

| Listening to stories 

Collecting stones 

Arranging flowers 

Visiting flower shows, 

_ food, poultry, auto 
shows 

Painting 

Teasing firls, scaring 

| annoying 

Knowing about trees 

Buying presents for 

_ others 

Watching insects 

Playing in a band 

Reading poems 

Reading fanciful tales 

Helping mother 

| Getting up 

Chores 

| Raise rabbits 

| Work at grocery store 

| Skiing 

| Sewing 

| Printing 

Using a hammer, saw, 

| mails, etc. for fun 
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At least At least 
once In once 
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| CHILDREN'S INTERESTS (cont.) TAKE PART IN 


At least 
once In 


| 
| Roller-skating 


| Coasting with wagon 

Reading history 

| Knitting 

| Carve 

| Chemistry 

Marbles 

Handball 

| Acrobatics 

Playing Sunday School 
Collecting match 

folders 

| Going to the zoo 

| Making up riddles 

| Collecting insects 


| 
| 
| 


Reading plays 
Making beds 
Carry out fuel 
Making sairplenes 
Mud pies 
Playing with pet dog 
Dominoes 
Listening to music 
Singing 
Modeling with clay et. 
Making puppets 
| Playing around the 
streets at night 
Walking to places like 
school with a gang 
|Pinching little things 
_ like apples, candy 
_ Reading about explorers 
Run errands 
| Mow grass 
| Reading stories about 
real life 
, | Bridges 
| Signaling 

Old maid 
| Playing with an 

indoor ball 
Playing store 


INTEREST IN 


Daily a week Season a month Never L £ D 
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| CHILDREN'S INTERESTS (cont.) 


| Bingo 

| Playing house 

Playing with dolls 

Accepting a dare 

Singing in a choir 

Choosing your clothes 

Dreaming about future 

life work 

| Animal stories 

| Reading about people 

in other countries 

| Horseshoes 

| Archery 

| Window shopping 

Watching airplane 
manueve rs 

Making candy 


TAKE 


At least 
once 


PA 


In 


ay 


At least 
once 


INTEREST IN 


| Daily a week Season a month Never L a D 
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their Hobby Participations," Pedagogical Seminary, 58 (June, 1941), 
ppe 353-354. 
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Chicago. Wew York City: Association Press. 


Durrell, Donald D. “Durrell Interest Inventory." Improvement of Basic 
Reading Abilities. New York: World Book Company, 1940, p. 105. 


Hildreth, Gertrude. Personality and Interest coker Elementary Forme 
(Revised) New York; Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, 
Columbia University, 1939. 


Holtorf, Evelyn E. "What Pupils Do After School,” The Nation's Schools, 
30 (September, 1942), pp. 16-17. . 


Interest Index (8.22). Chicago, Illinois: Progressive Education Associati 
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Evaluation in the Eight Year Study, University of Chicago, 1939, 4pp. 


McGehee, William. “Changes in Interest with Changes in Grade Status of 
Elementary School Children,” Journal of Educational Psychology, 32 
(February, 1941), p. 152. 


Painter, Florence. “Interests and the New Curriculum," Instructor, 50 
(September, 1941), p. 23. 


Recreation Interests of Detroit School Children. New York City: National 
Recreation Association. 


Rothney, J. W. Me “Interests of Public Secondary=School Boys," Journal of 
Education, 28 (November, 1937), pp. 569; 583. 


Segel, David. “The Child's Capacities, Interests, and Achievements," 
The National Elementary Principal, 19 (July, 1940), p. 279. (Nineteent 


Yearbook) « 
"Sex Differences: Interest in Tasks Requiring Ability and Motor Skill," 
> Journal of Educational Psychology, 21 (April, 1930), pp. 241-242. 


Sheldon, Donald Re “Children's Interests," Elementary School Journal, 
33 (November, 1932), pp. 206; 209; 210; 213. 


Teen-Age Recreation Interest Survey - City of Santa Ana (California) 
Department of Recreation. New York City: National Recreation Associa 
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